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HOLIDAY 


Celebrate Autumn in Topaz-land. 

Take a weekend - or a week. Discover: Fresh, crisp Autumn air; a forestland ablaze with 
Autumn color; a beautiful drive through bright mountains and green valleys; the ever-changing 
panorama of light and color on shimmering Lake Topaz. 

We're only a half-tank away from the communities of Inyo and Mono. Once here, you'll be 
greeted by friendly folks in a warm, casual atmosphere. You'll find excellent dining (over¬ 
looking the lake), inexpensive accomodations, and real Nevada-style entertainments. We're very 
close by, but you'll find a different world at Lake Topaz, a world of fun and relaxation that 
you can afford. Celebrate Autumn with a holiday in Topaz-land! 


Arrive in time x v 
for our famous 
Friday seafood buffet! 

For more information 
call your Topaz Lodge 
host, Craig Soper, 
at (702) 266-3339 __ 


'Topaz LODGE 


Highway 395 at Topaz Lake 
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YOUR ONLY LOCALLY- 
OWNED OFFICE IN 
SOUTHERN INYO. . . 
SERVING SOUTHERN INYO 


Lone Pine: Neat two-bedroom house with 
apartment. Both with fireplaces. Well 
cared-for yard. $72,000. 

Investors : Four one-bedroom apartments 
with 100% occupancy. Lone pine $80,0- 
00 . 

Lone Pine Duplex: Modern, clean, ready 
for investor or homeowner. Lone Pine, 
$85,000. 

...And a lot more! Call today.... 

Call 876-4121 


DOROTHY BONNEFIN. owner - broker 

Pat Roberts, Lynne Kaunert, 
associates 

FtTZI® We’re Here For You. 


i n t d 

OnM& 
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310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 876-4121 


CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY 

Quality Craftsmanship Moderately Priced 



Biggest Selection 
of Decorator 
Fabrics in 
the 
Owens Va 


REPAIRS OF ALL KINDS 

The hand of a professional is never more apparent than in 
a well-upholstered chair. 

• Free Estimates • Free Pickup & Delivery 


Serving Owens Valley Since 1950 



tfendon ^Furniture 1 £ 5 
isteri) Company 



PINE 

Ph. 873-4*9* 

BISHOP 


■ Mombor Bishop 4 Moot moth Chomhor of Commorco . 


ADULT/MUSIC 




INFORMATION 


^ NEW/ EXPANDED COVERAGE OF 

LOCAL NEWS 

8 am, noon, 4 pm 
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NETWORK 
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‘FORUM 




The News-Letter welcomes readers' letters and comments relevant to pub¬ 

lic issues. Letters should be brief and concisely stated. The editors 
remind readers that publication of a letter does not necessarily imply 
either the editor's agreement with its content, or its accuracy. Address 
letters to PO Box 531, Independence, California 93526. 


John Heston, editor 


LeVITT CHILD MOLESTATION: 

A LETTER FROM "ROBERT" 

Hello: 

I am writing in response to 
your story on "Big Eye on Big 
Pine." (September News-Letter) 

First of all, I would like to 
introduce myself as "Robert," 
and I also am a patient at Atas¬ 
cadero State Hospital. 

I met Ray LeVitt just a couple 
of months ago when he was placed 
on my ward for treatment here at 
the hospital and since then we 
have become good friends. 

I would like the people in 
Big Pine to have just a little 
insight as to what I've come to 
know of Ray and what he's going 
through. 

I also want the people of Big 
Pine to know I very much under¬ 
stand the mixed feelings concer¬ 
ning the whole issue. I would 
like to say that at this time, I 
don’t think that Ray's sentence 
is "light" nor "a mere slap on 
the wrist". 

I have Ray in two of my ther¬ 
apy groups each week and in the 
three years I have been here, I 
have seen very few people come 
into a group and work on their 
own problems such as Ray has. 

Ray at this point is very de¬ 
pressed and life is hell for him; 
he cries in group after group as 
he talks about his remorse and 
the unbearable guilt he will 
carry for the rest of his life. 

The road ahead for Ray is 
very hard but I honestly believe 
he will make it and overcome his 
problem. I wouldn't be writing 
this unless I believed so. 

Little do people know that 
most child molestation cases in¬ 
volve a past life of unstable 
emotional conflicts for the 
child molester and that with the 
proper treatment these conflicts 
•can be worked out and a person 
can return to society and lead a 
normal and productive life. 

Ray is, I believe, one of 
those people who will work 
through his inner conflicts. 

I've seen alot of child moles¬ 
ters come here and many refuse 
to look at their problems. The 
hospital in turn sends the pa¬ 
tient back to court and usually 
that results in the child mo¬ 
lester going to prison for the 
remainder of his sentence and 
when that sentence is up, that 
person is released usually to 
offend again. 

Ray on the other hand chooses 
to accept that he has a problem 


and he is now going through a 
very dramatic emotional time per¬ 
iod that most people couldn't be¬ 
gin to understand. His fight to 
overcome his problem is hard and 
very stressful. I’ve heard him 
say time after time, "How could 
I have hurt a town I love so 
much." 

He's lost his family, home and 
everything he has accomplished in 
life, and he stands alone now. I 
express my feelings again: His 
sentence is not "light" nor "a 
mere slap on the wrist." This is 
hell. 

I myself will continue to 
support Ray because I believe in 
him and his ability to make it. 

As for the community of Big Pine, 
I do understand how you feel and 
I think it's important for you 
to know that justice is being 
done and that Ray is not doing 
easy time. 

If anyone has any questions 
or if you would like to express 
any of your feelings to me con¬ 
cerning this issue, please feel 
free to do so. 

Thank you very much for your 
time. 

Robert Segura 
Atascadero 
State Hospital 

****** 

LIBRARY HOURS: A KIND 
OF "BOOK BURNING"? 

To Inyo Supervisors and Media 
Dear Sirs and Madam: 

This letter concerns the In¬ 
yo County Library. 

In totalatarian countries 
they burn books. It appears that 
in Inyo County the powers that 
be simply make it as difficult 
as possible - in most cases im¬ 
possible - for a good portion of 
the population to use the books, 
by curtailing the hours during 
which the libraries are open. 

In Lone Pine, people who have 
jobs find that library hours 
conflict with employment. The 
hours for children's use are 
very, very meager with none on 
Saturdays. 

To correct the situation, 
perhaps it might be possible to 
cut one meeting per month by the 
supervisors. Since it seems that 
the County Administrator has 
most, if not all the authority 
he needs to run the county, I 
am sure the county could operate 
on this basis. 

Or why not do away with the 
new County Counsel's office and 
employ one more attorney in the 
District Attorney’s office and 
assign him to work only with the 
CAP and the supervisors? 


I don't know what it would 
cost to add perhaps 10 hours per 
week during which the libraries 
could be open, but I am sure 
that the cost would not be over¬ 
whelming and the money found 
somewhere. 

William J. Bauer 
Lone Pine, CA 

(Editor's note: News-Letter 
contacted Librarian Jay Ector 
who sums up the library situa¬ 
tion in another letter which 
appears on following pages.) 
****** 

POWER RATE INCREASE: 

ANOTHER DWP RIP-OFF 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

It has come to the attention 
of this organization that there 
is now an overabundance of pet¬ 
roleum, and the price is expect¬ 
ed to drop. Department of Water 
and Power has given the high 
price of oil as its excuse for 
requesting an electric rate in¬ 
crease. If the price of oil 
drops, as expected, then DWP will 
not require a rate increase. 

There is an Inyo County Ordin¬ 
ance (#75-280, 7/8/75) requiring 
two public hearings when any pub¬ 
lic utility is applying for a 
rate increase. We do not believe 
that this requirement has been 
met. There was, however, one 
meeting held in Independence on 
August 13, 1980. At that meeting, 
a representative of this organi¬ 
zation, Mrs. Lois Wilson, asked 
the follwoing questions: 

1- What percent of power, used 
in Owens Valley, is hydrogen¬ 
erated? 

2- What percent of power, used 
in Owens Valley, is steam or 
oil generated? 

3- What percent of power, used 
in Los Angeles, is hydrogen¬ 
erated? 

4- What percent of power, used 
in Los Angeles, is steam or 
oil generated? 

The Department of Water and 
Power was unable to answer these 
questions at that meeting, but 
promised written answers. This, 
of course, negated the whole pur¬ 
pose of the public meeting. This 
organization already knew that 
more power is generated here, in 
Owens Valley, with Owens Valley 
water, than can be used here. We 
wanted the public, at the public 
meeting, to hear this from DWP 
spokesmen. In due time, however, 
the promised information did ar¬ 
rive, accompanied by a letter 
from Dennis B. Whitney, Rate Man¬ 
ager, using the same old tired 
excuse "PUC does not allow dis- 
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Doctors said ‘nothing more’could be done... 

"I had lived with severe headaches and hack 
spasms for ten years, due to an injury. I had 
been given medication, I was put in traction, 
and wore steel back braces . I was told I would 
probably end up in a wheel chair, and that I 
would always wear braces. The doctors told me 
there was nothing more they could do. I then 
went to Doctor Jarvie for chiropractic adjust¬ 
ments. Now, I wear no more back braces, and I 
am leading a very active life - like going 
bowling four times a week! Above all, I have 
no more headaches . And no pills f thanks again 
to Doctor Jarvie and natural chiropractic. Al¬ 
so I would add that I'm in my sixties 

- Doris Montague 

DON'T IGNORE THESE DANGER SIGNALS: 

•Lower back and •Recurring headaches •Painful joints & 
leg pains and nervousness restless nights 

•Difficulty in •Numbness in hands, •Neck, shoulder or 
breathing legs or feet arm pain 

If not corrected, these can lead to 
more serious complications• 

Pick up the telephone now and make an appointment for a 
FREE Examination with Dr® Jarvie® Phone: 873-6316® 



proportionate rates, etc." (Yet, 
in 1975 when it suited their 
purpose, disproportionate rates 
were indeed granted in Owens 
Valley. Could this be considered 
a precedent?) In any event, it 
appears to us that Supreme Court 
Case No. SF23990 exempts the De¬ 
partment of Water & Power from 
regulation, anyhow. The requested 
information shows that in 1979 & 
1980, 666,429,560 KWH were gen¬ 
erated hydroelectrically in 0- 
wens Valley and 75,618,414 KWH 
were used here. 

Was the remaining 580,811, 

146 KWH hydro-power transported 
to Los Angeles, along with the 
water that generated it? And O- 
wens Valley users billed for the 
oil to generate even more power 
for Los Angeles! 

In view of these facts, would 
it not be reasonable to delay 
making your decision concerning 
rate increases until more infor¬ 
mation is obtained? More public 
input would be very helpful, and 
we suggest a four-year study. 

Patricia N. Boyer 
Concerned Citizens 
of Owens Valley 
Lone Pine, CA 

Postscript: 

This letter is now after the 
fact, because they certainly did 
raise the rates. However, there 
are a couple of other points that 
we think you, and your readers 
will be interested in. 

Patricia N. Boyer 

P.B. 

(Editor's note: Most News- 
Letter readers are all too a- 
ware of DWP•s rationales for 
what in truth amounts to simple 
greed. It would appear, at least 
for now, that the Owens Valley 
and indeed Los Angeles itself 
will have to live with exces¬ 
sive rate and water costs so 
long as the present DWP manage¬ 
ment survives. That is not to 
say, however, that we must re¬ 
sign ourselves to the situation, 
or that we cannot fight hack in 
many other ways.) 

****** 

LIBRARY HOURS: THE PROBLEM 
AND A POSSIBLE SOLUTION 

The library budget was cut 
$38,753 this year, approximately 
23%. 

Our two chief assets are peo¬ 
ple and materials (books, maga¬ 
zines, records, etc). Both were 
trimmed substantially; materials 
by nearly 50% and job positions 
as follows: 1 each in Bishop and 
Lone Pine, plus lost hours for 
people in Bishop, Big Pine, In¬ 
dependence, Lone Pine, Rovana and 
Shoshone. 

Libraries have always worked 
Continued next page 


DAILY SPECIALS 

Includes soup or salad bar & hot bread 

MONDAY—MEAT LOAF with vegetables 

and home fries; and an original recipe 

TUESDAY—STEW 

A vegetable and meat potpourri 

WEDNESDAY— THURSDAY 
SPECIAL FROM THE STEAMER 
CRAB LEGS 

FRIDAY—TROUT 
THE MOGUL RAINBOW 

A large boneless trout lightly marinated 

CHICKEN 

Marinated boneless breast of chicken 


SATURDAY—NEW YORK STEAK 

Nothing changed but the price 

SUNDAY—SWISS STEAK a la Josephine 
Peppers, tomatoes, onions and home fries 

FRIDAY—TUESDAY- 
VEGETABLE PLATE 

A variety of vegetables freshly steamed with 
your choice of butter sauce or cheese 

Beer A wine. 

No. 10 Mammoth Tavern Road 
934-3039 
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"non-normal" hours (i.e., eve¬ 
nings and Saturdays). This is in 
response to the needs of each 
segment of the public - children, 
students, working people and sen¬ 
ior citizens. As a consequence of 
these additional hours, the li¬ 
brary depends heavily on part- 
time employees. With one excep¬ 
tion, personnel cuts were made in 
part-time positions; the loss of 


these hours is directly respon¬ 
sible for decreases in "open 
time" at branches. 

Hours at each county branch 
(excepting Furnace Creek at 2 
per week) were cut back in pro¬ 
portion to personnel time lost. 
Actual open time decisions were 
made by those responsible for 
branch operation subject to ap¬ 
proval by the County Librarian. 


FINALLY... 

The wood stove for 
those who are serious 
about heating & 
cooking with 


►Burns 14 hours 
on one filling 

•Converts to open 
fireplace instantly 

•Burns 1/3 the 
fuel of many stoves 




'Automatic draft 


CAL GAS-BISHOP, Inc. 


• N. MAIN STREET 

• LONE PINE- 


Call 873-6371 
- 876-4420 


MAMMOTH-934-6333 

Ready to serve your propane needs. 


Countywide the open times are 
down by approximately 40%. These 
decreases may seem excessive, but 
keep in mind that in many cases 
part-time employees were the only 
people on duty to serve the pub¬ 
lic. 

In order to bring service to 
1979-80 levels thirty hours of 
employee time is needed in Bishop 
(at an approximate cost of $4900 
for the remainder of 1980-81). 
Lone Pine must have 16 hours (ap¬ 
proximately $2680). Needs at 
other branches are less. These 
amounts,of course, do not in¬ 
clude funds for books and mat¬ 
erials (cut nearly 50% as stated 
in the first paragraph). 

A possible solution for the 
situation lies in the use of 
trained volunteers. To that idea 
there is a catch, however: If 
hours are increased and volun¬ 
teers are serving the public in 
those hours, then these people 
are the library. They must handle 
the ordinary work plus have the 
ability to assist users in loca¬ 
ting what they wish. Otherwise, 
volunteers must work alongside 
paid employees and hours cannot 
be increased to the same extent 
(paid employees can only work 
their budgeted amount). 

But if there is public de¬ 
mand, the library staff will be 
happy to work with and train de¬ 
pendable volunteers. We have 
two ways to improve service: a 
modest injection of additional 
funding or a group of people 
willing to give their time for 
more library service. I will 
be happy to consider either 
approach. 

Jay Ector 

Inyo County Librarian 

Independence 


For convenience and for 
savings! 

Subscribe now to 
the News-Letter. 
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AT INDEPENDENCE 
YOU'LL GET MORE 
THAN JUST A GOOD 
GASOLINE AT 
THIS SIGN: 



YOU'LL GET 

REAL 
SERVICE 


•TUNE-UPS 
•BRAKES 
•TRANSMISSIONS 
•AIR CONDITIONING 
•COMPLETE OVERHAUL 


DUNCAN'S 

—878-2112— Shell 

HWY.395 at INDEPENDENCE 
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Complete 
service, repair 


INSTALL ECONOMICAL, 
ENERGY-EFFICIENT 
HEATING FROM 

HEET METAL 

POOR’S 


HEATING 872 7111 

I | I II ^1 GORDON SPOOR 

_ _ 106 WILLOW ST. 

AIR CONDITIONING BISHOP 


STATE LIC. NO. 25 2858 


The automatic 
correcting single 
element typewriter 
with dual pitch. 

Everything that Adler has 
learned about designing 
and building quality 
typewriters tor nearly 
80 years is show¬ 
cased in the new 
SE-1000CD. 

This superior engi¬ 
neered machine has i 
more advanced features 
and refinements than ever before 
to make every piece of cor¬ 
respondence, bulletins, reports 
typed on it a creative work of art. 

At the touch of the Auto¬ 
matic Correcting Key, its remark¬ 
able built-in correction system 
takes over and actually lifts 
errors off the paper without using 
messy liquids or inconvenient 
cover-up methods. Then, to provide 
additional flexibility, pitch can be 
switched from 10 to 12 characters 
per inch, and back again. And Adler 
has a distinctive selection of inter¬ 
changeable type style cores in both 


I 


pitches. 

The Adler SE-1000CD pro¬ 
duces rapid, effortless typing with 
an array of features like 
express back spacing, half 
spacing, an automatic 
paper injector, and six 
repeat keys. The newly 

designed universal cartridge 
ribbon system is inter¬ 
changeable with other 
makes of single element 
typewriters. 

And if you only require 
a single pitch, single ele¬ 
ment machine, there’s the 
Adler SE-1000E, with carbon 
ribbon, the SE-1000F, with 
fabric ribbon, and the auto¬ 
matic correcting SE-1000C, 
with most of the features of 
the SE-1000CD. 

Increase office produc¬ 
tivity. Choose Adler’s latest and 
most versatile single element 
typewriter—the SE-1000CD. Return 
the coupon for an office demonstra¬ 
tion, or additional information. 


ASK FOR ADLER’S COMPLETE LINE OF 

QUALITY RIBBONS FOR 

ALL MAKES OF TYPEWRITERS. 


THENEW 
ADVANCED 
ADLER SE-1000C 




/ 


BISHOP TYPEWRITER 

OFFICE PRODUCTS DIVISION 

Town A Country Shopping Center 
62 1 W. LINE. Bishop, CA 
<714) 673-5773 
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"Gene" Hanson 


RETAIN STRONG 
LEADERSHIP 


Don't gamble 
your district's 
strength in 
county gov¬ 
ernment. 


IN DISTRICT 2 

Proven honesty, integrity, abili¬ 
ty and full-time representation. 

REELECT 
GENE HANSON 























Wally’s View 


At Mammoth, a young reporter's story about dope in the high school 
touches off a controversy that leads to a public airing of the is¬ 
sue...and Wally joins "the rest of the press" in expressing doubts 
about the story's validity. On another page, however, the reporter 
defends her work. 



JOE MARUCA, the outspoken 
principal of Mammoth High 
School is mad as Hell at a 
Lakes District Review series 
of articles: "Mammoth's Other 
Snow." 

His kids are mad as Hell as 
well. And it might be fair to 
say that plenty of parents with 
kids in the high school are al¬ 
so mad as Hell. 

Maruca calls it an attack on 
his administration and an at¬ 
tack on his kids. He says the 
school's honor and reputation 
warrant "clearing the air." 

To begin with, the article's 
author, Suzanne Nottingham, a 
pretty young reporter from the 
Lakes District Review, quoted 
an unidentified Mammoth High 
School senior as stating "a ser¬ 
ious drug problem" existed on 
the Mammoth High School campus. 

Maruca and the students read 
the article and they hit the 
ceiling. Maruca called publish¬ 
er Jay Cole, who came by the 
school. 

"Jay, what the heck's going 
on? We've been idicted by a 
high school student." 

Cole looked at the article, 
says Maruca, and "quite frank¬ 
ly, apologized to me." Maruca 
stated that he was willing to 
let it rest there. That was 
after the September 18 article. 

Then, on October 2, a second 
article in the series appeared. 
This time, reporter Nottingham 
said one student told her, 

"Coke and pot are all over the 
school." Nottingham wrote, 'Part 
of the reason for youth involve¬ 
ment in Mammoth might be due to 
the fact that many of the par¬ 
ents have consented to cocaine, 
alcohol and other drug usage." 
She also said, "There are a lot 
of parents involved in coke 
dealing and using here." 

Maruca said after talking to 
Cole he was surprised and upset. 
The articles were having far- 
reaching implications. He said 
he "knew" there was nonsuch pro¬ 
blem and his kids and his school 
were suffering a damaging blow. 

The articles then became the 
talk of the whole campus and of 
the town. The kids themselves 
decided to hold a public forum. 
They wanted "the rest of the 


press" to get into it. It took 
place in the high school library 
in early October. 

For a panel, they selected 
from among themselves Mike Met¬ 
calf, Jeannine Baughman, Noelle 
Tobey, Eric Olson and Chris Lok- 
an, all seniors from Tim Pike's 
civics class. Maruca took a seat 
in the middle of them and a 
packed audience was on hand. 

Maruca opened by saying, 

"Most public institutions, when 
these things come up, have a 
tendency to bury their head. 
Don't say anything and it may 
die. So, I figure, for what it's 
worth, we may as well take it 

Not just everyone was as 
convinced as parents and 
school officials appear¬ 
ed to be that everything 
was squeaky-clean at the 
high school . See Page 14 

head on and clear the air." 

Maruca said the panel was 
chosen by the students. He said 
he considers the articles to be 
an attack on his students, "and 
I take that personally." He says 
drug use on his campus is a rare 
occurence and the few times he's 
had to deal with it, he's taken 
direct and immediate action. 

"My policy is if we get some¬ 
thing, the first person I call 
is the sheriff and the second 
person I call is the parent." 

Four-year student Mike Met¬ 
calf said, "Everyone knows that 
there's a drug problem every¬ 
where, no matter where you go. 
The students in this high school 
are not really involved and I 
don't think drugs are a problem 
at all. There are just a few in¬ 
dividuals that possibly could be 
into that. It's not everyone 
who's into it at all." 

Noelle Tobey, an eight-year 
resident of Mammoth, is senior 
class secretary and she works 
afternoons at Safeway. She says, 
"I agree with Mike. You don't 
see it very often at all and if 
you do, it's not that often." 

Separately each of the kids 
on the panel emphatically denied 
there was "a serious drug prob¬ 
lem" on campus and took excep¬ 


tion to the articles. 

News-Letter had an opportuni¬ 
ty to ask Suzanne Nottingham how 
long she had been a resident of 
Mammoth Lakes. "Three months," 
she replied. 

This opened up a battery of 
questions by the seventy-odd 
students in attendance. Noelle 
Tobey asked, "Do you know your 
student was a reliable source?" 

"As reliable as I know," Not¬ 
tingham said. 

Another asked, "How can you 
consider the source's information 
fact?" 

"Well, how can I consider any¬ 
thing you're saying facts?" 

Senior Rick Robinson wanted 
to know when Nottingham surveyed 
her student sources. 

Nottingham said, "I would s$y 
about a month-and-a-half ago." 

"But this school only started 
about a month ago," Rick persist¬ 
ed. "How can you say that was ac¬ 
curate?" 

The students were not satisfi¬ 
ed with Nottingham's reports in 
the paper or with her answers to 
their questions. 

Alice Watkins of the Mono Her¬ 
ald said, "She's responsible for 
what she writes in the article, 
whether it's a quotation from 
someone else or a direct state¬ 
ment from her. Without qualify¬ 
ing her quotations or statements, 
she is, in essence, agreeing with 
those statements and quotations. 
She's saying the same thing." 

A different picture took shape 
when Sheriff's Investigator Bruce 
MacAfee spoke. He stated, in a- 
greement with Joe Maruca, that 
"drug use or traffic on the cam¬ 
pus is rare." He stated, "On- 
campus problems in Mammoth Lakes 
High School to the Sheriff's De¬ 
partment have been very, very min¬ 
imal. The department has become 
involved in juvenile drug prob¬ 
lems on the campus very, very few 
times." He said it's important to 
define a "drug problem." He does 
not consider drug use by a few 
students out of a student body of 
340 to be a "problem." 

In light of all that was said, 
Nottingham was asked by a studeit 
if she still stood by her arti¬ 
cles . 

"I stand by my article because 
it's just an article," she repli- 
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' companies 

We represent many fine insurance 
companies. And we select the company 
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For insurance with an independent 
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Formerly Ron Reagan Insurance 


ed. 

Panel member Jeannine Baugh¬ 
man said, "But there's not a lot 
of drugs in the high school. By 
putting this section about the 
high school that says cocaine is 
in abundance, just makes us look 
ten times worse." 

Another student said, "It not 
only accuses us but accuses our 
parents." 

Another student assessed Not¬ 
tingham's article as being, "... 
pretty inaccurate and irrespon¬ 
sible reporting," He said, "You 
can't rely on sources like that 
for anything, and the accusations 
are much stronger than they 
should have been." 

All the students believe that 
an apology is not too much to 
ask for... 

And so, "the other side" of 
the drug story was well present¬ 
ed by the students of Mammoth 
High and their principal, Joe 
Maruca. Intelligent and percep¬ 
tive questions were asked and 
the panel comported themselves 
with maturity and dignity. 

Maruca made one statement 
that pretty well sums up the 
issue from his view. "I have a 
very close affinity with my stu¬ 
dents. Any student can walk in 
my office at any time. Once that 
door's closed if they want to 
talk to me about anything, call 

Continued page 13 
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Ask your neighbors in law 
enforcement why they’re voting 
for Assemblyman Phil Wyman. 

California law enforcement 
organizations agree: When it comes to 
supporting tough anti-crime 
legislation, there’s no one stronger 
than our Assemblyman Phil Wyman. 

That’s why the California Association 
of Highway Patrolmen, the Peace 
Officers Research Association of 
California, and the Los Angeles 
County Professional Peace Officers 
Association have all formally endorsed 
Assemblyman Phil Wyman for 
reelection on November 4. Those 
organizations have carefully analyzed 
Phil Wyman’s voting record in the 
legislature and they recognize that our 
State Assemblyman is one of those 
few, old-fashioned legislators who 
understands that the rights of crime’s 
victims must be put ahead of the rights 
of those who break the law. 

On November 4, please make the 
choice of California law enforcement 
your choice, too. 




































me anything, it's never held 
against them. I don't say there 
has never been or never will be 
or never is a joint sold or 
something on campus. But if it 
happens enough times I know a- 
bout it and I know about it 
quickly." 

Former Sheriff's Officer 
Denny McGrale, for the last five 
years had the "drug beat" at 
Mammoth High School. About Ma- 
ruca he says "He's tough. There 
is a very minimum amount of 
drugs on campus because of Joe 
Maruca. He really cares about 
the kids. He sticks his neck 
out for them." He can recall be¬ 
ing called only two or three 
times to investigate incidents 
of drugs on campus, a record 
McGrale thinks is remarkable. 

When the forum was over the 
students felt they had vindicat¬ 
ed themselves and their school. 
Both the kids and Maruca want to 
put an end to an indictment of 
a clean school and a good 
school. 

Me too. Three cheers for Ma¬ 
ruca and the students of Mammoth 
Lakes High School. It's a good 
school. 


(Reporter Notting¬ 
ham insists that 
her story was ac¬ 
curate* See P. 14) 
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MAMMOTH'S REVIEW TALKS BACK 

Is there dope at Mammoth High? If not, why would 
Mammoth students be different from others? 


Principal Maruca 

"a valid point to make" 


ward story. It was written by 
Reporter Suzanne Nottingham. 
After his talk with School Su¬ 
perintendent Marvin Heinsohn 
and Principal Joe Maruca, there 
was an agreement that the school 
would send out another letter, 
this one saying in effect that 
although the Review had its 
valid point to make, so did 
the school. 

"I don’t want a big contro¬ 
versy over this," said Cole, 
who plainly was surprised at 
the reaction to his reporter's 
stories. "We wrote the articles 
on drugs, and the school was a 
small part of it. We were at¬ 
tempting to bring the drug prob¬ 
lem to the Mono County people. 

We know there are drugs in the 
county. We have done a lot of 
research over a period of time 
and we think it is a problem 
that should be addressed. For 
that reason we wrote the stor¬ 
ies. We printed the research 
we had established and devel¬ 
oped and we also printed the 
school's side. " 

Few professional newspeo¬ 
ple reading Nottingham's 
stories - outside of those 
who have an axe to grind with 
the Review - disagree with the 
"balance" of the reports. 

When asked about her own view 
of the controversy exploding out 
of her stories, the 22-year-Old 
Nottingham said it had been "a 
real experience." She stands be¬ 
hind her story which contains 
information about drugs on the 
Mammoth campus that she compiled 
by talking directly to a number 
of students. She said some stu 
dents hesitated to talk to her 
understandable, under the cir¬ 
cumstances. But that very hesi 
tancy itself tended to heap cre¬ 
dibility on Nottingham's report. 

Her overall story line was 
based on information that amount¬ 
ed to "a concensus" of the teen¬ 
agers she talked to - all of 
whom invariably agreed that in 
.fact there is considerable drug 
L use among school students. And 
■ in that there remained little 
■doubt in practically anyone's 
mind that MLHS is not so' 

4|f| squeaky-clean as many parents 
and officials might wish to 
believe. 


Nottingham has been in Mam¬ 
moth only a short while. She at¬ 
tended Cal State and Brooks 
Colleges at Long Beach, and she 
said she minored in journalism - 
credentials that set her educa- 


Reporter Nottingham 

"a real experience..." 


tionally ahead of many working 
repor ter s. 

A few critics suggested that 
Nottingham's age might indicate 
a youthful naivety. Possibly, 
but who among those of a more 
advanced age could persuade ad¬ 
olescents to speak candidly? 
According to Cole, his reporter 
talked to "a dozen or more" 
sources to get her information. 

And why all the uproar? Some 
professional news people know¬ 
ledgeable about the provincial 
self-delusions of suburban life 
could probably provide a quick 
answer: When it comes to moral 
indulgences - dope, sex, alco¬ 
hol - most "nice" parents have 

Continued page 33 


Mammoth's seemingly out-of¬ 
hand media-school controversy 
rapidly escalated before it had 
any real chance to cool off - 
the usual process in "contro¬ 
versial" news reports in the 
Eastern Sierra. 

After the public hearing 
called by the school officials, 
those same officials still were 
not satisfied, or so it would 
seem. Perhaps the reaction of 
the other media, which has often 
shown itself to be antagonistic 
to the highly competitive Lakes 
District Review , had not denied 
strongly enough the Review story. 
In any case, the officials fired 
off a letter to local parents. 

In the letter, the Review was 
accused, more or less, of issu¬ 
ing "a statement" implying that 
drug use was virtually rampant 
at Mammoth High School, "a 
statement" according to the 
letter writers, that proved the 
"sub-par quality and intentions 
of that publication." Such were 
the words, harsh ones, that the 
school leadership used against 
the Review in defending its pos¬ 
ition . 

Review Editor, Jay Cole, 
wasn't about to let such claims 
go by without a word or two of 
his own. He demanded a meeting 
with the school officials point¬ 
ing out that his paper had not 
issued any "statement" at all, 
but had published a straightfor- 
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With the return of colder weather and the hol¬ 
iday season, Inyoans' fancies turn - not lightly, 
it seems - to thoughts of feasting. But the real 
feast of 1980 has been that of Inflation, the 
Gargantua of economics, gorging itself on the 
meaty hearts of consumers* pocketbooks. 

High prices, added to the fact that Inyo peo¬ 
ple pay up to 10% or even 20% more for their 
groceries (according to nutrition statistics) 
than do their fellow Californians in other climes, 
will take a heavy toll of holiday budgets. 

The 1980 price records indicate that food 
prices here and elsewhere moved only slowly up¬ 
ward in the early months of the year, lagging be¬ 
low an otherwise rapid upward spiral in the con¬ 
sumer price index. But by late summer, food pri¬ 
ces were quickly catching up. Although many in¬ 
dividual items tended to fluctuate in price (For 
instance, coffee is soon expected to cost less.), 
overall grocery expenses continue on a steady up¬ 
ward course. The consumer news, as October drew 
to a close, was not good. For example a recent 
Time Magazine story quoted Rodney Kite, the di¬ 
rector of agricultural forecasting at Evans Ec¬ 
onomics in Washington, as saying: "Food will be 
in the forefront of inflation the rest of this 
year. By December, a pound of hamburger or chick¬ 
en will cost 15% more than it did in June. Pork 
chops will be 20% higher." 

There sadly to confirm the dire predictions 
were a few Inyo and Mono grocers willing to con¬ 
cede that things may be more expensive this year 
for holiday food shoppers. Their own prices show 
a continuous gradual increase, and there are few 
if any items expected to cost less. To say the 
least, shoppers are grumpy - though resigned. A 
telephone survey of the two counties revealed to 
the news service that, plainly stated, prices are 
"too high." Family food expenditures in the East- 


By Benett Kessler 
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ern Sierra range from 20% (a rare low, in or out 
of inflation's way) to 50% of income, depending 
on family eating habits. The majority of those 
contacted were in the closer-to-50% bracket. And 
the "average" Inyo-Mono family spends about $500 
a month for its four people. Many shoppers say 
they have simply stopped buying the favorite 
items like better cuts of meat. Others, better 
off, claim they have made no changes in their 
shopping or eating habits. Said one woman, "I 
want my family to eat right. Food is still cheap¬ 
er than doctor bills." 

And there is, in fact, a clear relationship 
between food quality and health, as shown in a 
dismaying collection of poverty and education 
statistics. But more on the purely nutritional 
aspect of food later on... 

Grocers say (with a kind of sigh of relief) 
that most shoppers have resigned themselves to 
the inflationary situation, wearily paying the 
price for the food they want without too many 
outbursts of anger directed personally to the 
grocers themselves. Plainly, one of the main food 
costs is that of meat. Out of long habit that has 
grown into sacred ritual, Americans, particularly 
western Americans, build their breakfasts, lunch¬ 
es and dinners around a meat "main dish." They do 
this with a monotonous regularity. As heart sta¬ 
tistics and other health figures will show, there 
is some question about the wisdom of the practice, 
once it is carried too far, but that's the way it 
is and it is unlikely to change much outside the 
beliefs of a few gourmet cognoscenti. 

Shoppers are now going for "ground round" and 
other cheaper cuts...but that's for "regular" 
dining. Holidays are something else. This year, 
the holiday foods will also be higher than they 
were last year (by as much as 14% or more). 

As the new month opens, grocers await the tur¬ 


key shipments that will provide the Thanksgiving 
dinners. In turkeys, at least, shoppers may find 
real bargains, with the big birds going for 79£ 
to about $1 per pound. (At those low prices, why 
serve turkey only twice a year? No one seems to 
know; "tradition" perhaps.) Price depends to 
some extent on whether the bird is fresh or fro¬ 
zen . 

The standard holiday favorite, mashed potato¬ 
es, will cost more. Although the price for the 
starchy root dropped a little lately, the cost 
per pound remains somewhat higher over the price 
of last year. 

Coffee may go down to about $3 per pound, a 
dramatic decrease compared to the nearly $4 
charged during some periods of the year. Colom¬ 
bia, it seems, prefers to export marijuana and 
cocaine, over coffee, and television's peasant 
coffee picker, Juan Valdez, discovers he can 
probably earn more money - a lot more - picking 
pot and coke. 

Coffee, in any case, will cost somewhere be¬ 
tween $3 and $3.50, depending on the flavor and 
quality you can afford. 

A few items have stabilized over the months - 
bread and milk, for instance, and a few frozen 
produce items. 

Why is all this happening to us - the food- 
loving folk who live in the most food productive 
land in the world? 

"The blame" rests in many places, and high 
costs are attributable to many causes. The gro¬ 
cers of Inyo and Mono, essentially conservative 
in their viewpoints, think "the unions" have 
something to do with it, that organized labor 
drives food prices up by making continuous de¬ 
mands for more pay for its members. Said one 
grocer: "There are too many fingers in the pot. 
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AREA VETERANS CHECKED FOR CANCER / MAYBE NOW, SOME "PEACE AND QUIET" FOR THE 
MONO AIRPORT / POLICE DOGS FOR LOCAL COP SHOPS / DWP SHOWS ITS POWER AND SPITE 


NOBODY THOUGHT MUCH about it 
back in the nuclear-overconfident 
50's, but now at least half a 
dozen of Inyo County's veterans 
have contacted the county's Vet¬ 
erans Service Office with ques¬ 
tions about their exposure to ra¬ 
dioactivity during atomic bomb 
tests. 

Veterans Service Officer Bill 
Hastings said that some veterans 
told him they were on the scene 
during atomic tests and they are 
concerned about the possibility 
that they might get cancer. Re¬ 
cent television stories have 
raised alarms over the nation. 
Hastings said that the Veterans 
Administration is conducting 
studies to determine if test site 
radioactivity could have caused 
the cancers among a number ofU.S. 
vets. 

Hastings said that the men who 
have contacted him were mostly 
present at the Bikini Island Test 
Site following World War II. He 
said at least one had worked at 
the Nevada Test Site. One of 
those veterans, Leon Jakus of In¬ 
dependence, said he underwent 
special tests, but no cancer was 
found. Jakus had worked at the 
Nevada site. He said in 1952, the 
men had no protection against ra¬ 
diation. He said there were eight 
bomb tests in two months back 
then. He said that in the years 
following, workers were provided 
protective devices to guard a- 
gainst radiation exposure. 

Hastings said that the VA is 
willing to give exams and provide 
treatment, but they're not yet 
willing to admit a direct connec¬ 
tion between some veterans' can¬ 
cer and radiation exposure. 

★ ** 

How many Eastern Sierrans died 
in Viet Nam? There have been no 
definitive records. Months ago, 
News-Letter had asked officials 
in Congressman Bill Thomas's of¬ 
fice to find out just how many 
Inyo servicemen died in that con¬ 
flict. Taking its own sweet time, 
the Pentagon finally cranked out 
a voluminous computer print-out 
that lists all Vietnam war casu¬ 
alties from California. 

From the print-out, News- 
Letter learned that six Inyo men 
died from "hostile action" during 
the war, and three from "other 
causes." There were no casualties 
listed from the Mono County area. 
Now, there reside about one thou¬ 
sand Vietnam vets in the two coun¬ 
ties. Some of them are thinking 
seriously about forming a Viet¬ 
nam Veterans Association, due in 
part to the fact many are "alie¬ 
nated from the veterans of the 


world wars and Korea. 

****** 

Mammoth Airport: Things 
flying along smoothly 

FOR NEARLY TWO YEARS, the 
Mammoth-June Lakes airport had 
been the center of controversy. 
In that matter Supervisor Gene 
Hanson had been accused of con¬ 
flict of interest in dealings 
with the airport and the county; 
the issue still remains to be 
resolved in court. Hoping to 
clear the air, Mammoth Moun- - 
tain's Dave McCoy meanwhile 
bought the airport outright, 
pulling it out of a morass of 
conflicts and questionable cir¬ 
cumstances. 

Then, of course, back to the 
county went the airport, free 
from its former reputation, at 
a price of $285,000. 

Now, with a county contract. 
Wings West Airlines is the air¬ 
ports' "fixed base operator." 

WWA Official, Bill Hirsch, said 
things are rolling at the air¬ 
port once more: Fuel is selling, 
unicorn is operating. 

"A lot of peace and quiet, 
away from politics and problems 
..." New Mammoth Airport Manager, 
Stan Balaban, agreed that's all 


the airport needs right now. 
****** 

Cops' helpers: A move to 
get dogs for Inyo 

"The poor dog, in life the 
firmest friend, the first to 
welcome, foremost to defend . " 

- Byron 

NOT UNAWARE of these appeal- 
ling canine qualities, Inyo and 
Mono law enforcement people want 
to add Fido on their forces. The 
Inyo and Mono Sheriffs had been 
thinking about dog teams, as had 
Bishop Police Chief Fred Coburn. 
With dogged determination they 
got their heads together? Coburn 
wrote up a grant proposal to ac¬ 
quire California Council on Cri¬ 
minal Justice funds. He now says 
at least $20,000 is "virtually 
assured" for the project. 

But, taking into account the 
ponderous workings of bureaucra¬ 
tic "channels," the dogs will 
probably not arrive for work 'til 
spring. Coburn explained that 
each agency, the Inyo and Mono 
Sheriff's Departments, and the 
Bishop Police Department would 
get two dogs each. He said the 
grant money would pay for the 


Continued next page 



Mammoth Airport Manager Stan Balaban 

"Some peace and quiet away from politics" 
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dogs themselves, training of their 
human companions, food and veteri¬ 
nary care for one year. Not a bad 
deal. 

The dogs, probably german 
shepards, will live with their 
master-officers who, when on duty, 
would bring along their fearsome 
pets to ride along in the patrol 
car. 

Coburn said that if all goes 
well, training of officers with 
their dogs will begin in February 
or March, he said the dogs would 
serve as "patrol companions, and 
as back-up for officers answer¬ 
ing suspicious reports." And there 
may be a couple of "specialty" 
dogs in the lot; maybe one for 
tracking, another for sniffing out 
narcotics. 

****** 

No real agreement in 
Hammil Valley Issue 

"NEITHER SIDE is satisfied," 
said a disgruntled few, but "The 
majority are accepting," said an¬ 
other. At any rate, the resolu¬ 
tion of the Hammil Valley re¬ 
zoning controversy went back to 
the Mono Planning Department. 

Some Mono folk had insisted 
on maintaining the "agricultural 
atmosphere" of Hammil Valley - 
w ihh 160 acre limits on lot sizes. 
Others as firmly insisted on the 
right to lots as small as half an 
acre "for development." This all 
came up in the process of creat¬ 


ing an area general plan for that 
valley. The Planning Commission 
had recommended plan, "Number 
One," favoring large, agricultur¬ 
al lots, and some valley land 
owners were furious. They still 
are. The supervisors had decided 
on a "Plan 5" which, in compli¬ 
cated language, allows for a 10- 
acre minimum lot size. That's not 
really what anybody wanted. But 
Supervisor Gene Hanson had pro¬ 
posed "Number 5," and Hanson said 
he saw this as "an alternative 
way to go." He said, "The major¬ 
ity are accepting this, although 
there has been discussion that 
there might be legal action." 

Dr. Milton Zack, a Hammil 
Valley land owner, still angered 
by the way the plan was handled, 
said of Plan 5: "It's totally un¬ 
acceptable, unreasonable, and the 
product of an unthinking mind." 

He said it was never properly 
discussed. Zack says he and his 
fellow-land owners, which he 
claims form at least a 60% major¬ 
ity, want a 2 1/2 acre minimum 
lot size in agricultural zones 
and from 1 to 1/2 acre lots in 
other zones. The doctor says that 
if the supervisors approve Plan 
5, he and others will appeal it 
and "do everything we can to de¬ 
feat it." 

Plainly, the "Hammil Valley 
zoning fight" was far from settl¬ 
ed, and Mono planners may be 
stuck with a battle few people 



Hammil Valley property owners at hearing 

A compromise that pleases no one 


Photo: John Heston 
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really want - but a "General Plan" 
must be completed. 

***** 

Gas pipeline? The odds 
strongly against it 

SO WHAT are the real odds for 
or against an interstate natural 
gas pipeline coming through Inyo 
County bringing with it jobs, tax 
revenue and gas? According to a 
Pacific Transmission Gas Co. of¬ 
ficial, Leland Gardner, the odds 
- in favor - are "very, very 
slim." The Gas Transmission Co. 
see Owens Valley only as a last- 
choice alternative. 

But despite gas company sen¬ 
timents, the Bureau of Land Man¬ 
agement and Federal Energy Com¬ 
mission proceed with an amazing¬ 
ly lively bureaucratic gusto to 
develop "alternative routes" for 
the line, one of these through 
Inyo. When that news hit the air¬ 
waves in recent weeks, many sur¬ 
prised Inyo Countians were de¬ 
lighted. Most had never heard of 
the pipeline plans. BLM has de¬ 
veloped four or five alternative 
routes for the line from south¬ 
west Wyoming down to southern 
California. 

Most of the "choice" routes 
pass by Las Vegas, but a number 
of people there say they've had 
it with pipelines, power lines, 
and MX. They don't want it. Well, 
maybe they don’t. Then there's 
a cheap, but indirect route from 
Wyoming to Oregon to California. 
When told that Pacific Trans¬ 
mission Gas absolutely does not 
want to go through Inyo, BLM's 
Janis Bowles said, "We're not in 
the business of dictating where 
companies will build, but there 
are other considerations. We 
have just got into the environ¬ 
mental impact statement," A 
statement which promises to move 
BLM, a typical federal bureau, 
along with an uncharacteristic¬ 
ally rapid pace. It is no ac¬ 
cident that the project showed 
up quickly and now is expected 
to follow a tight schedule. Ask¬ 
ed if there were an extra push 
from the government on this, Ms. 
Bowles said,"Yes, there is." She 
said, "The reason for the tight 
deadline is that BLM is working 
on the project jointly with the 
f^ergy Regulatory Com¬ 
mission." She said that FERC 
received the company's applica¬ 
tion in June of '79 and that BLM 
got a right-of-way application 
in mid '80. She said it is "po¬ 
litical" nowadays to respond 
quickly to energy matters and 
that's what FERC wants to do. 
Something at least can make BLM 
hop - but toward what? 

At last report, the Inyo su¬ 
pervisors were nudging their leg¬ 
islators for some push to get the 
pipeline routed here. Fat chance, 






despite BLM's gratuitous energy. 

No fewer than eight BLM repre¬ 
sentatives attended a Lone Pine 
hearing - including a Secretary, 



a P.R. man to drive a car, two 
from special projects office, 
two from Bishop and one from 
Ridgecrest and the state office 
- all there to "learn more about 
it." A costly visit. 

But the gas people prefer 
Vegas, Utah, or Oregon. 

****** 

Losing his cool: Van 
Winkle angers deputies 

A FEUD OVER SALARY INCREASES 
was only a symptom of a larger 
political battle in Mono County. 
..That's what some officials say. 
So much red herring. 

It all started when Mono's 
County Counsel, Neil Van Winkle, 
"lost my cool," as he put it, at 
a board meeting. Van Winkle was 
clearly angry at a political ad 
which the Mono Sheriff's Asso¬ 
ciation placed in local publica¬ 
tions in its support of John 
Garner for supervisor, against 
Gene Hanson. The controversial 
ad appears in this issue of 
News-Letter • 

Van Winkle later said he 
"abhorred the distortions in the 
ad." It had been in the midst 


Pipeline Official Gardner 

We prefer Oregon 


UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
- BAZAAR- 

Fri ., Nov- 14, 9am-6pm. 
Hand-crafts, Decora¬ 
tions / good food . 


■PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT" 


Before you vote 3 


ASK YOURSELF: 

If Ronald Reagan, the actor, had been President, 
what would HE have done if - 

I The oil companies and agribusiness had 
continued to raise prices to make huge 
profits and cause run-away inflation? 

(Sided with the big business people to 
give them still more profit?) 

■ The Iranians had invaded the American 
Embassy to kidnap 50 Americans? 

(Invaded Iran, losing the lives of the 
hostages and starting a world conflict?) 

Think honestly about these questionsthen vote for 


* JIMMY CARTER 


...and the straight Democratic ticket 
MARY TIMMERMANS, for Congress / ANN CERNEY, for Congress 


of a supervisors' meeting that 
Van Winkle lashed out: He charg¬ 
ed publicly that the information 
about pay raises for Sheriff's 
men was distorted. 

And as the election drew near, 
Van Winkle and members of the 
Sheriff's Association were still 
at odds over the salary informa¬ 
tion. While the ad states that 
the Sheriff's people received a 
7-1/2% pay raise last year* Van 
Winkle says in fact they got a 
19-1/2% raise. Another point of 
disagreement was a 1980 pay 
raise for the deputies. The ad 
said they got a 13% salary in¬ 
crease, Van Winkle says 19.9%, 
including 13% for salaries and 





It was the season 9 s first 
snow, only a few inches, 
but enough to whiten the 
slopes of Mammoth Moun¬ 
tain. These two eager 
ski buffs walked far 
up the mountain for what 
must have been a rocky 
trip downhill...As usual, 
ski resort folk were hop¬ 
ing for "snow by Thanks- 

91VJ-ng . Photo: Benett Kessler 
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6.9% for holiday pay. The dep¬ 

uties say they got 2.5% for 
holiday pay, or "in-lieu of" 
holiday pay. 

Then, a sheriff's association 
vice president, Terry Padilla, 
issued a statement re-stating 
and reaffirming salary increase 
information. The statement 


points out that one of the pay 

increases Van Winkle had attri¬ 
buted to sheriff's men was in 
fact for county employees not 
covered by a memorandum of un¬ 
der standing .. .This excludes 
sheriff's men. 

Padilla, clearly provoked by 
the county counsel's outbursts. 







Come in and 
meet Burt the i 
Boa., .and 
lots of other 
nice pets: 


175-B NO. MAIN 
BISHOP 


Puppies and kittens, 
birds, marine crea¬ 
tures - even Tarantu¬ 
las! Also a complete 
line of pet-care 
supplies . Gi fts ! 


-DUSTY MAJORS - 873-6885 -LAURIE JENNINGS- 
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Escape...into a 
good book 

...into a world of adventure 
or relaxation...of romance 
and travel...a world of in¬ 
formation - and. self-improve¬ 
ment! Vie have an all-new en¬ 
larged selection for both 
adults and children; stop in 
and browse...or call today. 


Good reading 
for everyone! 



County Counsel Van Winkle 

A plug for Hanson? 


spelled out the underlying con¬ 
cern - "The sheriff's associa¬ 
tion finds it deeply disturb¬ 
ing that the county counsel is 
so misinformed on salary items. 



0 MAMMOTH LAKES ( 
BUILDING MATERIALS CO. 

COMPLETE LINE OF ROOFING SUPPLIES 


FIREPLACES, WOODBURNERS 

& ACCESSORIES 


• FISCHER 

• EARTH STOVES 

• FIREVIEWS 
•NORDICS 
... and MORE! 
...also Built-ins 

BY Majestic, Pre-Way Marco 


COME SEC US TODAY! 

Specializing in Glue Lams, 
Siding t Lumber Packages 


934-2853 

OPEN MON. - FBI. 8-5 

located Across from Mammoth High School 
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TELEPHONE "BUG" 

It came to light 
last month that 
someone (no one yet 
knows just who) had 
tapped into a tel¬ 
ephone center in 
an office building 
at San Francisco . 
The phone center 
serves the offices 
of Mammoth Attorney 
Mike Jenks and 
Antonio Rossmann, 
among others . An 
investigator found 
some $50,000 worth 
of sophisticated 
wire-tap and rec¬ 
ording equipment t 



Mike Jenks bugged in ’Frisco? 


The sheriff's association is 
wondering why the county coun¬ 
sel, charged with advising the 
board of supervisors, is sudden¬ 
ly, on the eve of an election, 
personally attacking political 
advertisements." 

Some deputies privately ex¬ 
pressed the opinion that they 
could not object if Van Winkle 
had brought the ad content to 
the board's attention in a dis¬ 
passionate way. After all, they 
say he has a right to disagree 
with them, even if he is wrong. 
But their objection was that Van 
Winkle lashed out at the ad in 
"a very personal way." Was he 
in fact "plugging" incumbent 
supervisor Gene Hanson? Many 
thought so. 

The election will soon be 


over, but the wound inflicted on 
the relationship between the 
county counsel and sheriff's men 
may take a while longer to heal. 
****** 

Mono Hospital: Not going 
out of business - yet 

IT LOOKS NOW like the Bridge- 
port hospital has won a reprieve, 
at least for this fiscal year. 
There had been some serious talk 
about closing down that Mono fa¬ 
cility. Officials said it has 
been costing the county's gener¬ 
al fund some $300,000 per year. 

And, indeed, the small hos¬ 
pital has its problems. The 25- 
bed facility is rarely, if ever, 
full; it suffers the usual prob¬ 
lems of small hospitals in rural 


said the ordinance would in 
no way affect residential 
rents. 

****** 

A federal grand jury 
in Sacramento has handed 
down indictments on three 
people arrested at Lone 
Pine on narcotics charges 
(See Page 31). A spokes¬ 
man from the U.S. Attor¬ 
ney's office at Sacramento 
said the indictments in¬ 
cluded the three charges 
publicized at the arrest 
of the suspects. 

It was reported that a 
total of 21 people are 
named in the indictments. 

The three defendants 
will be held in jail at 
Sacramento and an arraign- 
ment will be conducted be¬ 
fore a federal magistrate. 
****** 


areas. It costs a lot to pay two 
resident doctors, staff, insur¬ 
ance, specialists, and on and on. 

Although supervisors had ask¬ 
ed hospital Administrator, Tom 
Corbin, to look into the possi¬ 
bility of shutting down the hos¬ 
pital, that's apparently•not go¬ 
ing to happen just yet. But 
there are some supervisors who 
favor replacing the costly fa¬ 
cility with a paramedic clinic. 
Hospital employees are under¬ 
standably nervous. The end of 
the hospital could put as many 
as 30 people out of work. And 
that's no easy situation to 
correct in counties like Inyo 
and Mono. At last report. 
Administrator Corbin had raised 
hospital rates 10% with the hope 
of at least some financial im¬ 
provement. 

****** 

Getting Even: DWP wastes 
no time in its reprisal 

For the first time in many 
long months, maybe the first time 
ever, the Inyo Supervisors had 
apparently taken, and were hold¬ 
ing, a hard line with the De¬ 
partment of Water and Power. DWP 
feigning surprise, wanted to 
"negotiate," but when the court 
went against their flimsy case, 

DWP struck back - hard. 

The past month has seen Inyo 
and DWP officials' attempts at 
negotiation and their failure to ! 
get anywhere. DWP filed legal ac- j 
tion to get the groundwater or- 

DWP 'S SPECIAL LEGAL COUNSEL, 
60-year-old Don Stark, was killed 
while vacationing in Italy. His 
wife, Jackie, also died in cue 
crash. DWP' s Attorney, Ken Downey, 
said the Stark's were killed in¬ 
stantly when a semi-truck crossed 
a barricade on an elevated high¬ 
way and literally came down on 
top of their car. He said that 
three motorists in another near¬ 
by car were also killed. 

Downey said the news of Stark's 
death "cast a pall over things" 
at DWP headquarters. As DWP's 
"Special Counsel," Stark had been 
working on issues regarding Mono 
Lake, the EIR case, and other 
items. A kind of counterpart to 
Inyo County's Antonio Rossmann. 
Downey said he didn't know if 
the department would hire a re¬ 
placement right away or not. 

****** 


dinance off the November ballot, 
(action which failed) they threat¬ 
ened legal action when the sup¬ 
ervisors set a separate and high¬ 
er tax rate for Los Angeles lands 
in Inyo. The proposed co-opera- • 
tive groundwater study with DWP, 
Inyo, and the State Department 
of Water Resources, produced 
"Phase 1", a first step toward 


NEWS BRIEFS UPDATES 


In rapid response to 
DWP's punitive rent in¬ 
creases in L.A. leases in 
Inyo, (see story this page) 
the county counsel's office 
began considering yet an¬ 
other ordinance, this one 
to provide some limited 
control over lease rates. 

Assistant County Coun¬ 
sel Greg James sent a let¬ 
ter to L.A. City Attorney 
Burt Pines telling him a- 
bout this and asking to see 
a copy of L.A.'s own rent 
control ordinance. 

County Counsel Dennis 
Myers emphasized that an 
Inyo ordinance regulating 
lease rates would "only 
apply to agricultural 
leases and perhaps com¬ 
mercial leases." But he 
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a resolution. It revealed a glar¬ 
ing lack of real data on DWP' s 
activities in Owens Valley. 

Supervisors Johnny Johnson and 
Lefty Irwin and County Adminis¬ 
trator John Smith said they had 
"had it" with DWP's "so-called 
negotiations." They said they 


wanted nothing less than a guar¬ 
anteed water management plan for 
Inyo and they wanted relief from 
DWP's punishing water meters, 
too. And DWP, apparently running 
scared from a decision on the 
EIR case, had asked to negoti¬ 
ate but, as usual, offered noth¬ 


ing of substance, just more 
words. 

Inyo residents reeled at the 
sight of their summer water 
bills. Nearly all had paid - but, 
significantly perhaps, a few con¬ 
tinued a kind of private "strike." 
At last report, some DWP custo¬ 
mers were still awaiting appeal 
hearings on their bills. One of 
those is News Letter's Benett 
Kessler...She along with her 
partners in land ownership (Jack 
Pound and Kenney Scruggs). Kes¬ 
sler said that even though sev¬ 
eral lawns on her property were 
not watered, and a former vege¬ 
table garden not re-planted, 
summer water bills had gone stag¬ 
geringly upward. The three prop¬ 
erty owners continued paying 
only the "flat rate" and now DWP 
says they owe more than $200. 
Perhaps expecting other than mon¬ 
etary problems from Reporter 
Kessler, DWP sent a team all the 
way from Los Angeles to check 
the accuracy of the property's 
meters. A local commercial of¬ 
fice official came along too. 
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mail. Stop in for your Kodak Mailers today. 
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. .and suddenly like 
magic, Big reall y is 
Beautiful! 


Arline's full-figure 
fashions, sizes 38-52 
(tops), 30-46 (bottoms). 
Long gowns, beautifully 
designed with flowing 
cover-ups. Gunslinger- 
style pants, co-ordinates. 


FASHIONS: SLEEK LOOKS FOR LARGE 
SIZES/FOR A TREAT IN SHOPPING DO COME 
IN AND SEE /BROWSE AROUND OUR SPACIOUS SHOW 
u ROOM. SUITE R, SEVEN-EIGHT-SEVEN NORTH MAIN, 
t COTTONWOOD PLAZA, BISHOP 


Sensuous... 

Soft.. 


The DWP men said the meters 
were "accurate." No matter, 
Kessler says the rates are un¬ 
fair. And she and her partners 
went into conference with a prom¬ 
inent law firm. "No comment," 
she told her editor. 

Getting pressure from all 
points, DWP officials desperate¬ 
ly tried to get negotiations go¬ 
ing again. But this time, the 
supervisors had seemingly wised 
up to the fact that DWP wants 
give little or nothing, but 
wanted to get some peace and 
quiet in Owens Valley. That 
didn't stop them from inflicting 
their most punitive measure yet, 
however: 


NOT SINCE DWP'S top-level 
punitive decision to install the 
water meters - to "get even," as 
many in the valley justifiably 
believed - had DWP demonstrated 
its capacity for spite. It was 
pretty clear to practically ev¬ 
eryone that the department had 
long been secretly completing a 
plan to sock it to its Owens 
Valley lease holders. The plan, 
which raised the rents on agri¬ 
cultural lands by a whopping 25%, 
governmental leases by 20%, and 
some 200 business leases by about 
5% had apparently been calcula¬ 
ted to serve two purposes: To 
help defeat the November 4 
groundwater pumping ordinance by 
creating fear among voters, and, 
simply, to show again DWP's awe¬ 
some power over political, ec¬ 
onomic and social interests. 

Had the lease rate increase 
in fact been secretly planned a- 
head? In less than 24 hours af¬ 
ter the state supreme court 
threw out DWP's inexpert attempt 













































to block the measure from the e- 
lection, department officials 
made their announcement of lease 
increases, basing their ploy on 
the flimsy excuse that cost of 
additional taxes would be foist¬ 
ed upon the lease holders. 

Probably, it was a useless and 
counterproductive action, since 
there went with it no DWP prom¬ 
ise to again reduce the lease 
costs if the election went in 
DWP's favor. Many lease holders 
assumed the position that they 
had little to lose in voting for 
the groundwater ordinance. How¬ 
ever inept were DWP's tactics, 
Inyo officials were quick to jump 
on the bandwagon that the depart¬ 
ment had so awkwardly provided 
for the county's cause. Local of¬ 
ficials branded the increase as 
an obvious intimidation tactic, 
transparently devised to influ¬ 
ence voters against the ordin¬ 
ance . 

Inyo re-interated its stand: 

The tax on the city - which no¬ 
where comes near to the taxes 
paid by DWP in pre-proposition 
13 days - was not any "special" 
tax, but in fact a regular prop¬ 
erty tax, and that the separate 
and higher rate was not set up 
to pay for specific, earmarked 
budget items (DWP had claimed, 
untruthfully, that the tax rate 
was arranged to "pay for the 
groundwater ordinance, if it 
passes, and for legal fees to 
Special Counsel Antonio Rossmann). 

Meanwhile, frantic DWP offi¬ 


cials, were spreading the word to 
the Los Angeles media that the 
groundwater ordinance "jeopardi¬ 
zed" L.A.'s major water supply. 

In order to counter the well- 
publicized claim, Inyo officials 
themselves planned a press con¬ 
ference to be held at the Los 
Angeles Press Club a few days 
before the election. They wanted 
to make clear - again - that the 
ordinance would be a first step 
toward a fair and equitable 
water management plan that in 
fact would guarantee water for 
Los Angeles while assuring Inyo 
- a county of a bare 18,000 peo¬ 
ple, in which only around 3,000 
use DWP water anyway - enough 
for its own survival. 


It has been reported that Los 
Angeles officials, too, are put¬ 
ting a squeeze on DWP people to 
"get Owens Valley in control." 
But further - sometimes stupid - 
antagonism, not harmony, grew 
out of every inept turn the de¬ 
partment executed. Inyo people 
had become outraged over the de¬ 
partment's attempt to deprive 
them of "their right" at least 
to vote on the county's proposed 
groundwater ordinance deciding 
it one way or the other. Mean¬ 
while, as the county government 
staggered under inflation and a 
weak tax base, DWP's self-right- 
ous resistance to pay its share 
of taxes further soured the coun¬ 
ty against Los Angeles. 

Then the "Phase 1" study show¬ 
ed that in fact there is not e- 



All the way 
from Los 
Angeles, a 
shop foreman 
and a helper 
came to 
check the 
accuracy of 
meters on a 
property 
owned by 
News-Letter 's 
Benett Kess¬ 
ler, fore¬ 
ground , and 
Kenney Scruggs . 
The two women 
and a partner, 
jack Pound, 
have filed a 
formal protest 
in the meter 
issue . 


nough data to really know what 
impact groundwater pumping actually 
has on*the valley. Visual evi¬ 
dence, dying trees and dry 
springs, abounded, hard to cover 
up, but statistics were needed. 
DWP tried to keep that fact un¬ 
der wraps too. But the state 
wouldn't have it, and the study 
was published. 

And DWP, long-time master of 
Inyo water and land, but obvious¬ 
ly no master of public relations, 
heaped further insult to a des¬ 
perate county when they met a 
sincere and businesslike request 
for a land price for a Bishop 
commercial park development with 
no more than patronizing ques¬ 
tions. A letter from Jim Wickser 
said: "Your plan of development 
certainly sounds like an ambi¬ 
tious undertaking." And "the 159- 
acre site seems to be a rather 
large development for a community 
the size of Bishop. Is there a 
demonstrated need for a develop¬ 
ment of this size?" The supervi¬ 
sors were outraged; after all, it 
was their business, not DWP's to 
make such judgment. Jim Wickser's 
only explanation was that the 
county is notorious for taxing 
the city to support such projects. 

Asked why the city was taking 
such an attitude and why not sim¬ 
ply provide a land price for in¬ 
formation's sake, DWP's land a- 
gent, Cy Jeter offered comments 
in an interview: 

Why didn't the city just pro¬ 
vide a land price? 

J haven't seen the plan and 
there are some questions. Would 
the development be for heavy in¬ 
dustrial or other needs? We're 
interested in what the City of 
Bishop thinks. We didn't say we 
wouldn't provide a price, but 
I'm a taxpayer and so is the 
city. We just want to know more 
about it. 

But I understand that to get 
funding, the county needs to pro¬ 
vide some land information 

So many come to us and say 
'give us 20 acres' here and there. 
We want to know how the county's 
project would affect the business 
people downtown. When K-Mart want¬ 
ed to locate here, the business 
people talked to us. They said it 
would be a nail in their coffin. 

I understand the Bishop Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce strongly supports 
the airport development. So 
what's the concern? 

The concern is when the county 
needed additional money before, 
they went to the City of Los An¬ 
geles. In the Bishop sewer pro¬ 
ject, hundreds of acres of city 
land were assessed and we had to 
pay. We're also concerned about 
water and sewer needs for the 
airport project. 

So many people want land. We 
don't want to turn loose of a 

Continued page 33 
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“lit. Col. 

fN 


With pastepot, rubber stamp and let¬ 
tering kits, "the colonel" manufac¬ 
tured most of his identity cards 
and credentials: karate expert, 
network television reporter, 

CIA agent, award-winning pho¬ 
tographer, even a church 
tor and peace officer. 



OF A TRAGIC LIFE 


Police badges, a tear-gas gun, a set of Army 
dog tags, certificates of awards, police 
ID cards, a karate (5th degree blackbelt) 
pin , club membership cards, were turned over 
to officers . 


Burns at a 1978 church dedication 















Text and Photos by JOHN HESTON - 


L. Frank Burns, USAF” 

NOW DEFINITELY ‘ RETIRED1 


Who, finally, was the real "Lt. Col., Retired, 
Frank Burns"? 

It was in Lone Pine where the family had moved 
to make a kind of "new start", and where Frank 
Burns became the "retired lieutenant colonel of 
the Air Force". Before that, back in Florida,he 
had been "associated with the ABC Wide World of 
Sports" as a "kind of promoter". That identity 
had been, probably, a kind of sports spin-off 
identity from his previous adopted role as a 
member or committee member of the "U.S. Olympic 
Team". 

Clearly, he knew quite a lot about guns and 
weaponry. After all, he'd also "won some troph¬ 
ies on an Air Force rifle team." 

And then, in his "retirement", and soon after 
his arrival in Lone Pine, he ran across a repre¬ 
sentative of the news service and volunteered to 
work part-time on a small commission to be earn¬ 
ed from advertising and subscription sales. "I 
don't have a lot to do", he had said at the time, 
"and I'd like to 1<eep my hand in things and meet 
people." His voice was resonant, well-modulated, 
his grammar letter-perfect. He was convincing in 
his retired officer role. Around his neck, over 
the blue "Olympic Team" jumpsuit, hung a camera. 
"I'm also a photographer", he said, and (a few 
days later) he proudly produced a portfolio, 
neatly bound and well ordered, of his photo work. 
Good color, excellent compositions. Plus "award 
certificates for his photo work. Impressive, 
as was his very bearing, his plainly well-bred 
manners. He was near 50 and stood over six feet 
tall, posture-perfect and erect. The deal with 
the news service was made. And no one paid much 
attention when "Lt. Col. (Air Force, Ret.) 

Frank Burns" failed to turn up at the sheriff's 
office for his press credentials. (He later 
made his own, pasting a signature of the sher¬ 
iff's over a blank "press card".) Looking back, 
Sheriff Floyd Barton said late in October that 
he now thinks Burns may have avoided finger¬ 
printing that is required before a press creden¬ 
tial - carried by most California newspeople - 
can be issued by the California Peace Officers' 
Association. 

Burns settled instead for a few hundred news 
service business cards, and a "Press Photogra¬ 
pher" card for his car, for use in his new role 
as a newsman. And in that capacity he did very 
well, covering a BLM hearing, one or two other 
public meetings including the town's brouhaha 
over "police brutality", - and a circus. Other 
newsmen smiled to themselves when Burns appeared 
in public wearing his "Press" and "Photographer" 
cards (an accumulation from other, unknown sour¬ 
ces) pinned for all to plainly see, on his jack¬ 
et front. 

It was thus that Frank Burns acquired, and 
for awhile played well, yet another career role. 
But he tired of it in a few short weeks. His re¬ 
lationship with the news service just kind of 
dissolved. 

Many of the townspeople (and the news service 
editors) had found it difficult to take Frank 
Burns very seriously, but they found no serious 
fault with him, good-naturedly putting off his 
apparent flakiness to the fact that he was a 


big city type, a native and longtime resident 
New Yorker, trying hard to get on in the small¬ 
town atmosphere of Lone Pine. Besides, as many 
thought, "Retired officers have trouble adjust¬ 
ing to civilian life." 

But now, Frank Burns is back in trouble, un¬ 
der federal arrest and stripped of all his many 
"identities". His arrest in late October appears 
now to be the culmination of what for Frank 
Burns must have been a lifelong nightmare of 
"identity crises". His wife, Rosemary, explained 
as best she could: "He is a wonderful man. But 
just being Frank Burns was never enough for him. 
He always had to be so much more." 

And - paradox in a lifetime of paradoxes - 
Frank Burns may have been arrested for engaging 
in the one single activity in which he is said 
to have been a kind of expert, a field in which 
he did in fact find a true identity: a repair¬ 
man and trader and seller of firearms. 

Rosemary - Frank called her "Kit" - tells 
her story of life-with Frank Burns: 

"We've been married seven years. I married 
him after he served time in Florida for writing 
bad checks. He had told me about all that. I 
know him well; his father was one of these su¬ 
per-critical people that left Frank an emotion¬ 
al cripple. Nothing that Frank could ever do 
was right. He had a weakened ego and it seemed 
he always looked for approval or applause. He 


Continued next page 



Sheriff's Detective Dan Kassemos 

"His walls were covered with awards." 
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was brought up in that situation in Coney Is¬ 
land, New York. 

"In Florida he had been in sales work (as a 
car salesman) and was pretty good at it - but 
he always needed to be more than what he was and 
is; just a very decent, unviolent and very sen¬ 
sitive person who needed somehow to rise above 
the crowd, or be some kind of heroic figure. In 
Florida he played the "Olympic" and "ABC Wide 
World of Sports" roles. It was harmless, didn't 
hurt anyone, so I kind of went along with it. 
That was just his way. 
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"Then, we came out here where my mother lives. 

I thought it would be a new start. I know Frank’s 
good points; he's extremely intelligent, very 
sensitive - I've seen him break down and cry ov¬ 
er things that are 'wrong' . I wanted to come 
here and just get down to plain, everyday liv¬ 
ing, but that's never enough for Frank..." 

"Where did he get this 'colonel' thing, and 
when did it start?" Ms. Burns was asked. She 
sighed. 

"That turned up when we came here...I didn't 
care for this role. I shou Id have had the st reng/Lh 
then to say no, but just being himself was just 
not enough for Frank Burns. I started to stop 
that, but by then it would have been an embar¬ 
rassment to Frank who was trying - desperately - 
to make friends and get approval in the town. It 
had gone too far before I knew about it..." 

"How did he get hold of the insignia and the 
cards (credentials) he carried around with him? 

(He also displayed in their Lone Pine home walls- 
ful of "award" certificates, "citations" for ac¬ 
tion in Viet Nam, credentials as a "karate" mas¬ 
ter, religious certificates, and scores of other 
commendations, etc. - all building the nonexist- 
ant image of the former car salesman.) 

"I don't know. He had the 'Olympics' thing 
when I met him. This whole facade of his...I 
couldn't convince him that it was enough just to 
be himself. He's really no criminal, never used 
these identities of his to hurt people or de¬ 
fraud them...They just gave him a kind of intro¬ 
duction to people. He's a real charmer, good 
looking. I know personally that his intentions 
are good. He's a marvelous man, just kind of 
weak in some ways." 

When did it all blow up? Why did they arrest 
him? 

"Frank's a kind of expert with guns. Of course, 
since he's a convicted felon, he is not allowed 
to have any guns in his possession. But he has 
always been interested in firearms. He was in 
fact on some kind of rifle team at one time. He 
knows how to repair them and how to 'blue' them 
and renew them. After he came here, he regained 
an interest in that, and he traded some guns 
with people here in the town. It was something 
he could do well and he could have made a living 
out of it, probably... 

"He just took a chance and blew it. I guess 
he knew...about having the guns around. He's 
arrested, but look at it realistically; this is 
not what you'd call the crime of the century - 
-- it's a kind of technical violation. 

"The phone rang the other day, and it was 
Clyde George, the deputy. He asked Frank to come 
over to his house...I could tell that Frank 
knew something was amiss, but he wasn't nervous; 
he handled it very well. He turned and told me 
he was going over to Clyde's house and he looked 
at his watch. Frank said, 'It's a quarter-to-two. 
If I'm not back by five-of-three, you'd better 
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come over and find out what's wrong.' 

"Well, I didn't have to wait even 10 minutes. 
They came back with him, Clyde and five federal 
agents. They tore the house apart, but Clyde 
helped us; he wouldn't let them mess up the room 
with my doll collection. They got all his guns... 

Was this some sort of large cache of arms they 
had discovered? No, Burns had nothing like that, 
and certainly no "illegal" firearms like auto¬ 
matic weapons. In fact, he had a very small col¬ 
lection, "five or six" pistols and rifles, some 
of which he had worked on. But for a convicted 
felon even one gun is prohibited. "Frank knew 
that", said Ms. Burns, "but it was just some¬ 
thing he liked to do and could do well. He took 
a chance and lost." 

Will the Burns family stay in Lone Pine, now 
that the facade has crumbled? Ms. Burns is all 
too bitterly aware of what she calls "small town 
talk". 

"If people will just not talk. If they'll 
just let us be...But people are cruel and they 
seem to take great joy in laughing at people. 

I think this could work to the good after it's 
all over. Maybe he can realize it's alright to 
just be yourself. I had been trying to build 
some kind of life, and now that it's all out in 
the open, we can do that. I'm going to stick 
right with him through all of it, if he wants it 
that way. I love him." 

Why did he want to be a newsman, she was 
asked. 

"Frank saw the news service editor (N-L edi¬ 
tor John Heston) as a kind of rebel. Frank's 
that way, too. He is no 'conventional' thinker, 
and when he gets into a cause that he thinks is 
decent and honest, he works hard for it. He saw 
you in that way. You tell it like it is. He 
wanted to be associated with somebody that seemed 


to be doing something. But he just couldn't han¬ 
dle, or he didn't handle, the real day-to-day 
part of it... 

"I may have made a mistake, coming here. Frank 
liked the anonymity of a large town. He's a real 
New Yorker, he disliked small towns, not because 
of the people or the town, but because of the 
size . A few people actually called him 'col¬ 

onel' , and he let them do it; he didn't want to 
be 'just one of the boys'...and I guess that's 
the problem." 

Following the interview with Ms. Burns, it 
came to light that even she - married seven 
years to Burns - might not be privy to absolute¬ 
ly all the details of Burns' past. Did she know 
of more? "No, I think not. I think Frank told 
me everything" , she said. 

Officers of the Federal Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms agency were not much help - due to a 
recently-enacted "right of privacy" law. No 
longer, as one of them explained, may'officers 
produce for an inquiring press the "rap "sheets" 
(past records) of convicted criminals. Had Burns 
been in trouble before? "Well", said the agent 
in charge of the Burns case, "his troubles star¬ 
ted, 'way back in the fifties...but you'd better 
talk to our supervisors for anything more..." 
Then he dummied-up, leaving the distinct impres¬ 
sion that there was more. 

And other officers were reticent to talk, but 
they allowed at least this much: Burns had in 
fact been in the service - as a private enlist¬ 
ed in the Army in the early 1950's, and later 
given a "general discharge". As for his Florida 
conviction, it had been on a case of "forgery". 
For that, he served "about two years". 

Sheriff Barton reported that Burns, also 
known as "Frank Ott", had posed as a retired 
lieutenant colonel, but that this identity was 
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"not true". The Sheriff said Burns was charged 
locally with forgery of a seal of a public of¬ 
ficer or agencies, possession of brass knuckles 
and a.billy club, embezzlement of material by 
mail, and receiving stolen police badges and 
identification, the latter arising from yet a- 
nother of Burns' "identities" - CIA, drug en¬ 
forcement officer, and others. 

Burns was charged with the federal offense 
of being a felon in possession of firearms. 

It was the officers who confirmed that Burns had 
apparently been jailed in Florida on a forgery 
charge and that he later violated parole from 
that charge by being arrested on two counts of 
impersonating an officer. 

Among scores of ID cards Burns had were those 
of a special agent for DEA, CHP Press Card, NBC 


News, U.S. Karate Association, National Police 
Officers Association-SWAT, and - amazingly - a 
Chaplain's Pass of the Universal Church. 

He was taken to U.S. District Court in Fresno 
and jailed there to await trial. Detectives said 
that Burns would be returned to Inyo to answer 
to local charges. 

Maybe then, as his wife so fervently hopes, 
he can get that new start - with a just plain 
Frank Burns identity. can do so many things", 

she said, "maybe he could just get a job." 

Not impossible, not in Lone Pine, "small towns" 
often show themselves quick to laugh, to criti¬ 
cize - but also an amazing capacity to forgive 
and forget: The folks usually just want more than 
paper credentials. 

***** 


Hew was the real Frank Burns revealed? Local officers said he had lived "clean" during 
recent gears, so far as they know, so why the sudden appearance of federal officers? 
Apparently , it was Bums' own overconfidence; he had befriended local officers of the 
sheriff's department and highway patrol while working as a dispatcher for the local am¬ 
bulance service. Soon he began to "talk guns with them 11 and to trade firearms. But as 
a sheriff’s deputy explained: "Here was a guy who walked around with a briefcase with 
a big CIA insignia on it. Some of his credentials were certainly ’unusual. ' So back in 
September - after he'd bragged about his ability to obtain illegal weapons , automatic 
weapons and shotguns, a record check was run on him." Meanwhile, perhaps more troubles 
were in store for Burns: The real owners of his photo portfolios wanted them back... m 



There it was for all to see - a DWp truck lurching down the highway flaunting its bumper 
sticker , Had DWP suddenly had a change of heart? Would it then support, instead of op¬ 
pose , a groundwater pumping ordinance? were DWp drivers recommending a "Yes" vote on 
Measure A and displaying political materials? Ah, alas, probably not . But if nothing 
else the DWP people were at least allowing (perhaps unknown to themselves) a few good 
laughs for Owens Valley residents traveling Highway 395 where News-Letter’s Benett Kess¬ 
ler managed to get this picture south of Big pine, 
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THESE WERE NO NICKLE-AND-DIME 
DOPE BUSTS. WHEN THE OFFICERS 
CRACKED DOWN THEY BROKE UP 
OPERATIONS WITH A POTENTIAL 
OF MILLIONS OF DOLLARS 


A legitimate 
mining company 
put up the 
money to set up 
a laboratory 
for assays and 
metalurgical 
work . But the 
"chemists” had 
something else 
in mind, and 
the company was 
bilked for some 
$50,000 . When 
county and state 
officers moved 
in with a search 
warrant, they 
found chemicals 
and formulas for 
making "Speed,” 



District Attorney "Buck" Gibbons with Detectives Kassemos and Yancey 


UNTIL IT ALL FELL APART, it 
was plainly one of the best money 
hustles to come off in Inyo Coun¬ 
ty in a long time. To their dis¬ 
may - and anger - a partnership 
group of mining company officials 
learned, too late, that the 
$50,000-or-so they'd put up for 
an assay and metallurgical labora¬ 
tory had been spent instead on a 
lab for the manufacture of amphe¬ 
tamines, or "Speed" as it is 
called among the pushers and 
users of the stuff. 

The "chemists" for whom 
they'd fronted the money came 
with impressive credentials - 
One had a university degree in 
chemistry. Two of the mining 
partners, Joe Leonard and Bill 
Kelley, said later that they 
thought the sophisticated lab¬ 
oratory paraphernalia and chem¬ 
icals that their two chemists 
were buying were the necessary 
prerequisites for refining met¬ 
als. Trouble was, in nearly 
three months of work, the chem¬ 
ists never did produce any fin¬ 
ished gold or silver. 

"I think," said Leonard on 
the day that sheriff's deputies 
and state officers closed in, 
"that we have been taken - quite 
a lot." His was an understated 


and rueful complaint, if ever 
there was one, and there was 
more: It appears that some of 
the miners had also been insult¬ 
ed on top of the injury of which 
they were then unaware: They 
themselves had inadvertently 
assisted the two chemists who 
sent them on special trips to 
obtain things like dry ice, 
.which, as it turns out, have 
little to do with metallurgy. 

But the impatient mining men 
had begun to grow increasingly 
suspicious about activities in 
the little rented corrugated 
iron shop in Independence - and 
they passed on their suspicions 
to the sheriff's office which 
in turn called in agents and 
chemists of the State Department 
of Justice. And, having obtained 
a search warrant, they all de¬ 
scended on the shop one morning 
in late October. Suspicions con¬ 
firmed . 

Was it a small, medium or 
large operation, one of the DOJ 
men was asked. "It was," he said, 
"horrendously large," a manufac- 
tury quite capable of turning 
out more than a million dollars 
in illicit drugs. 

As the month drew to a close, 
the officers were confident of 


an early arrest* The two "chem- I 
ists" were in the Los Angeles 
area - no doubt on a "business 
trip" - when the raid was stag- ! 



Meanwhile, it began to look 
like the busy Inyo officers had 
been working overtime - a lot - 
in matters of dope, it was large-| 
ly due to the Inyo deputies' ef- ! 
forts that an international drug I 
operation was broken up. For that! 
story, turn the page. 


31 



























Patrick Brignole 


INYO DEPUTIES MAY BE UP 
FOR SOME FEDERAL COM¬ 
MENDATIONS 

Was Lone Pine’s pleasant 
Hidden Valley Ranch to 
have been headquarters 
for an international 
drug smuggling operation? 

Three Inyo deputies went in¬ 
to the house on the old Hidden 
Valley Ranch property - osten¬ 
sibly to make an appointment to 
use some weight-lifting equip¬ 
ment owned by the occupants. 

They'd arrived at a time - 
in mid-morning - to insure that 
no harm would come to the young¬ 
sters who lived there, in case 
there was trouble. The kids were 
at school. 

Outside the house, scattered 
out of sight in the rocks and 
sage, were other officers, dep¬ 
uties and federal drug enforce¬ 
ment agents. The people they 
were after were known in Lone 
Pine as quiet, unassuming and 
pleasant - the young couple who 
had bought the house and the 
i lovely and hospitable ranch 
I property formerly owned by "Mrs. 
Willard." They'd mqved in under 
the names of Ann and Mike Evans. 

What most people in Lone 
Pine didn't know was that their 
remote neighbors were in fact 
Travis and Ann Ashbrook, that 
the 35-year-old Ashbrook had 
been a federal fugitive for 
eight years. The revelation, 
after the arrests were made, 
provided yet another shock for 


-SEE STORY UPDATE, P.23 



Eric Werner Striedieck 


Lone Pine residents who tend 
sometimes to take folks at face 
value (See cover story). 

Arrested were Ann Ashbrook, 
34, (Her husband, away in Texas, 
was arrested there.), Patrick 
Brignole, 39, and Eric Werner 
Striedieck. But that amounted 
only to the purely "local" end 
of a much larger roundup, else¬ 
where, of more than a dozen sus¬ 
pects in what is believed to be 
an international conspiracy to 
import and distribute dope. 
Ashbrook was identified by of¬ 
ficers as the "central figure" 
in the big bust. Federal agents 
had long ago lost track of him, 
but it was the local officers 
who found him in Lone Pine. 

Said Sheriff Floyd Barton: "He 
wanted to live here anonymously, 
and I think he did. It was a 



Ann Ashbrook 


__ INYO SHERIFF'S DEPT PHOTOS 

place to stay out of the road." 

Out of the road, perhaps, 
but not really: Ashbrook's al¬ 
leged operation is said to have 
stretched from Lone Pine to Tex¬ 
as to Lebanon and perhaps be¬ 
yond. In Lebanon a warrant was 
also issued for one Abdul W. 
Ahmaz, referred to in news re¬ 
ports as the "Lebanese Hashish 
Connection." 

The arrests came off smooth¬ 
ly. There was no "trouble" as 
had been prepared for by the 
officers. "Mrs. Evans" was ar¬ 
rested near the Lone Pine school 
where she had gone to take her 
kids. Soon after the arrests - 
involving multi-millions in . 
"hash" operations - the three 
suspects were carted off to a 
federal lockup at Sacramento. 

And at month's end it looked 
very much like the local depu¬ 
ties - who uncovered "Evans" 
real identity - were in line for 
commendations from the grateful 
Feds. 


And the officers staged yet an¬ 
other dope raid - almost as an af¬ 
terthought, for good measure/ it 
might seem -at the remote foot¬ 
hills home of Lone Pine Health Food 
Entrepreneur Robert Frickle and his 
wife Gail . Although the Frickles 
were arrested on the same day, the 
latter were apparently unassociated 
wi th the Evans organi zation . Offi - 
cers said they confiscated some 38 
marijuana bushes growing around the 
Frickle property, and they charged 
the couple with "cultivation" - 
a small potatoes bust f comparatively, 



Frickle 
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Continued 

lot of land just because some¬ 
one wants us to. 

The county is obviously in 
trouble financially. They're look¬ 
ing for some way to help the eco¬ 
nomy. Does the department want to 
stop them? 

I don't want to answer that. 
Overall, we feel we need land 
for the water rights. If there is 
development out there, they will 
have to have water going to the 
project. We don't sell water 
rights with the land. 

I personally do not feel we 
have been a difficult stumbling 
block. If we felt that it was 
something good for the community, 
we would accomodate them. 

Do you think the City of Los 
Angeles has the right to deter¬ 
mine what is good for Inyo com¬ 
munities? 

I didn't say we would deter¬ 
mine what is good for the com¬ 
munity . But we want some evidence 
of what the people want . 

Do you know what the people 
in Inyo want? 

What's that? 

They want the department to 
take out the water meters. 

Do you think that would make 
them happy? 

Yes. 

So where was it all heading... 
This reluctant and adversary re¬ 


lationship between Inyo County 
and Los Angeles? Inyo's special 
Counsel, Tony Rossmann, was asked 
how he views recent developments: 

" We're at a dramatic turning 
point. I think Los Angeles is 
getting boxed in. I'm encour¬ 
aged by the de1iberations from 
the court, and the political 
support from the state...Like 
Phase 1...Support from the De¬ 
partment of Water Resources, 
and technological support. 

"DWP realizes . that the ground- 
water ordinance will stand up. 
The election is very crucial. 
The momentum is with us. It's 
in our hands. We need to re¬ 
solve or win the tax suit. 

"It is a time of great pro¬ 
mise or great tragedy. 

"We need some popular support 
at the polls. And, face facts 
...The county may go through 
times of economic duress until 
the tax case is resolved. It 
will require sacri.fice on ev¬ 
eryone's part, it will require 
patience and understanding and 
extraordinary political lead¬ 
ership . " 

In other words, this fight 
won't get any easier. But Inyo 
people are angry, they're hurt, 
and for now at least, it looks 
like the county's officials are 
beginning to respond to that pain 
and anger. 


Continued — 

shown an all-too-eager willing¬ 
ness to accept their own youngs¬ 
ters' straight-faced denials. 

The sons and daughters become in 
loving parents' eyes the very 
essence, prime examples, of un¬ 
justly wounded innocence and 
put-upon martyrdom. 

Buy in-depth psychological 
and social and criminal surveys 
taken across the country Would 
shatter the wishful thinking of 
most middle and upper-middle- 
class parents. The studies show 
plainly that marijuana is almost 
universally used among school 
students in this country, on and 
off most campuses. Do the kids - 
more than half of them, if the 
statistics are believed - actu¬ 
ally indulge in dope? 

You may safely bet they do. 
But, alas, now it would appear 
that Nottingham has touched a 
sore spot among people unwilling, 
or emotionally unable, to accept 
the plain facts of present-day 
teen life. 

What does Nottingham personal¬ 
ly think about dope use? "Person¬ 
ally," she says, "I'm not involv¬ 
ed with drugs." Plainly, she has 
become a kind of local celebrity, 
equally damned and applauded, af¬ 
ter only three months on the pa¬ 
per. Welcome to the professional 
club, Suzanne. B 
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End of the 
smoke shops 
-probably 

NO MORE BARGAIN CIGARETTES 
AS THE TAX PEOPLE CRACK DOWN 
ON THE STATE'S INDIANS 


It was a kind of historical 
paradox. Until the arrival of 
Columbus and for a long time a- 
fterward, the American Indians 
had all the tobacco in the world . 
For better or for worse, they 
introduced it into the lives 
and lungs of the early European 
explorers and settlers, trading 
it for whatever the Europeans - 
by then eager addicts of the 
leafy stuff - had to offer in 
bar ter . 

Lately in California they've 
been trading it - in staggering 
amounts and at bargain prices - 
for hard dollars. In recent 
years the "Indian Smoke Shops" 
cropped up along California 
highways and byways to offer 
cartons of a wide range of cig¬ 
arette brands at about a dollar 
less than other more strictly 
"legal" retail outlets could 
sell them. And despite its com- 
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The once well-stocked shelves were virtually empty, a 
sign outside proclaimed "Going out of business, and a 
sales clerk sat down , lit up a cigarette and relaxed . 
It was her last day of work as the smoke shops closed . 


paratively small population- 
market, Inyo County had no less 
than a full one-fourth of the 
state's dozen shops: Three from 
Bishop to Lone Pine. Large high¬ 
way signs offering "Tax free" 
cigarettes at $4.25 a carton 
lured both tourists and locals 
into the shops which usually 
were enclosed in house trailers. 

There was some grumbling - 
just enough it seems - from the 
owners of more conventional to¬ 
bacco counters who could not 
begin to compete in sales. The 
grumbles reached the receptive 
ears of the tax collectors, who 
went into action on the some- 
what flimsy excuse that untaxed 


tobacco was okay for indians, 
but not for other ethnic groups. 
That marked the beginning of 
what seems to be the end of the 
smoke shops. 

Are the shops in fact closed 
for good? The issue may not yet 
be fully decided. 

A Washington, DC, attorney, 
Glen Feldman, represents the 
smoke shops, and he believes 
the State Board of Equalization, 
which taxes tobacco, may be pre¬ 
mature in its sudden crackdown 
on the Indians and the subse¬ 
quent seizure of truckloads of 
cigarettes. Feldman hangs the 
Indians' cause on a case still 
pending in a federal district 
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court. He argues that the 
million-or-so dollars lost to 
the state government in the sale 
of untaxed cigarettes is triv¬ 
ial compared with the benefits 
of the shops which provide a con¬ 
siderable number of jobs, and 
which also bring in money for the 
various tribes which, as always, 
continue to seek fiscal indepen¬ 
dence - not to mention bargains 
for consumers. 

But because of the ongoing 
threats from the tax men - and 
their shipment seizures - the 
local shop managers had closed 
down by mid-October. Former Bish¬ 
op smoke shop Manager Joan Faulk 
said Feldman had suggested she 
not order any more cigarettes, 
at least for now. A San Bernar¬ 
dino raid, in which a truckload 
was confiscated, had cost some¬ 
body a lot of money - more, prob- 
bably, than any local shop could 
afford to lose. So once the on- 
hand stock sold out, the locals 
laid off their workers and closed 
the doors. At Bishop, the closure 
put six people out of work, and 
of course reduced tribal income 
which had amounted to 25C per 
carton. 

How many cartons were sold in 
the Inyo shops? Thousands upon 
thousands. But questions about 
Indian business volume were pre¬ 
dictably met with the usual In- 
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dian silence. Inyo's native A- 
mericans are not known for talk¬ 
ativeness when it comes to the 
amounts of money (thought to be 
considerable) flowing into the 
tribes from any of several 
sources. At least one, the Big 
Pine smoke shop, was not so quick 
to close its doors. Manager 
Cheryl Coleman had decided to 
"look around" for new sources of 
supplies - Washington, Oregon, 
Utah, Nevada, Arizona - but dis¬ 
tributors, wary of sudden raids 
and confiscation, would not de¬ 
liver into California. By mid¬ 
month, all the shops were closed 
here and elsewhere in California, 
at least so far as tobacco was 
concerned. 


For at least two California 
shops, there was another product 
for sale - and it is a product 
quite as controversial as the un¬ 
taxed cigarettes; a substance 
known as DMSO. 

At about the same time that 
the tax men were eyeing the as¬ 
tonishing increase in Indian 
cigarette sales (and the conse¬ 
quent decrease in tax revenues), 
DMSO was being talked about on 
television as a kind of cure-all 
for muscular pain. As a medica¬ 
tion it is applauded by many who 
have tried it, but the medical 
profession and its regulators 
have not yet given it their of¬ 
ficial okay. So how can the In- 
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dian entrepreneurs sell it? Well, 
it seems that DMSO is also a 
(very legal) solvent, degreaser, 
antifreeze, etc. So it retails 
under those labels. According to 
a report in the Los Angeles Times, 
at least two former smoke shops 
in Riverside County sell the 
stuff as a "solvent." Let the cus¬ 
tomer find his own uses. 

But even DMSO, by any name, 
cannot match the public's addic¬ 
tion to cigarettes, especially 
cigarettes sold at bargain prices 
Either as solvent or panacea, 

DMSO is not all that much in de¬ 
mand. 

Although untaxed cigarettes 
are perfectly legal for sale to 
members of the Indian community, 
there are simply not enough In¬ 
dians hereabouts to support In¬ 
yo's shops. All attempts to find 
out if the local shops may re¬ 
open with other products (DMSO?) 
ended when they came up against 
the expected wall of Indian si¬ 
lence. Many Indians regard re¬ 
porter's questions as curiously 
naive, and their mouths are 
closed tight as a smoke shop 
door. ★★★★★★ 

The American natives had cul¬ 
tivated and used tobacco for, 
perhaps, centuries. It was a sub¬ 
stance intricately interwoven in¬ 
to the entire fabric of Indian 
culture, as indeed it later be¬ 
came a great part of the European 
and American cultures. 

The Indians smoked tobacco 
leaves in pipes and in rudely- 
made cigars. They ground it up 
into snuff, and they also turned 
out a kind of aboriginal ciga¬ 
rette putting the crushed leaf 
into a reed fitted with a mouth¬ 
piece, creating a prototype as 
it were of the Camels and Marl¬ 
boro and Kools to come. 

History might have been dra¬ 
matically altered had the Indians 
then been aware of the "white 
man's" unhappy faculty for quick 
addiction and over-use of the 
leaf, and if they'd had the fore¬ 
sight to go into business with it. 
(The early Chinese emperors had 
very nearly conquered "barbarian" 
England by exploiting English¬ 
men's addiction to tea.) 

Indians believed, incorrectly 
as it turned out, that tobacco 
cured various diseases. So enam¬ 
ored with the stuff were they 
that the smoking of tobacco be¬ 
came a required ceremony in re¬ 
ligious and social rituals. 

The early explorers and In¬ 
dian traders, encouraged by the 


STEREO FM 100 



Indians, became quickly addicted 
to tobacco's aromatic smoke and 
its piquant taste. By mid-16th 
century, Spanish settlers had 
learned the Indians' methods of 
cultivation and curing and the 
West Indies became the first ma¬ 
jor tobacco exporting area. 

Continued page 39 
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Mono County Sheriff's Association 

OPPOSES GENE HANSON 


AND 

STRONGLY SUPPORTS JOHN GARNER 

For Board of Supervisors 



The Mono County Sheriff’s Association has an¬ 
nounced its support for Mr. John Gamer in his bid for 
Mono County Supervisor. Mr. Garner, the ’79-80 
Mono County Grand Jury Foreman, recently at¬ 
tended an association meeting anddiscussed his views 
and ideas on government administration. After an¬ 
swering questions from the deputies the membership 
was pleased to announce its support for Mr. Gamer. 
Incumbent Supervisor Hanson was unable to attend 
any meetings. 

The Sheriff’s Association reports it is unhappy with 
Mr. Hanson’s conduct while in office. One sore point 
with the membership is salary increases. Prior to 
salary negotiations last year the Board of Super¬ 
visors contacted the California State Personnel 
Board to conduct a salary survey to assist the board 
in determining reasonable salary increases for coun¬ 
ty employees. According to the County Assessor’s Of¬ 
fice, the survey cost the taxpayers of this county a 
substantial amount of money. The sheriff’s office 
and other county employees received a 7V2% pay in¬ 
crease, as recommended by the survey. Between 
March ’79 and October ’79 Mr. Hanson voted himself 


pay increases and special meeting increases amoun¬ 
ting to a 48.2% increase. 

In this year’s salary negotiations the Sheriff’s 
Association requested a pay raise that would bring 
our salary somewhat closer to those salaries paid to 
other law enforcement agencies within this 
geographical area. Our request was ignored by Mr. 
Hanson, instead we were told that 13% was the only 
offer that would be considered by the board, if we 
wouldn’t accept 13% we could work without a con¬ 
tract. 

Mr. Hanson seemed satisfied to hold the Board of 
Supervisors to the 13% increase. If the Sheriff’s Of¬ 
fice had voted itself and received a 48.2% increase in 
1979, we would be willing to pass on this year’s pay- 
raise, possibly allowing some of the other underpaid 
count employees to bring themselves up to a salary 
level equitable for services performed. Mr. Hanson 
appears to work on the principal of “Do as I say-not 
as I do. 

The Sheriff’s Association is monitoring Mr. Han¬ 
son’s legal difficulties with the State Attorney 
General’s Office. 


I 


i 
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(Paid Pol, Adv.) 


OUR LAST CHANCE 
FOR A WATER PLAN 
THAT'S FAIR TO ALL 

♦ The passage of Measure "A" on your November ballot is a first step toward 
a fair and realistic water management plan that will finally bring peace 
between Inyo County and the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power; it 
guarantees a water plan that is fair to both sides in the issue. 

+ Right now, the DWP would like for you to believe that passage of the ord¬ 
inance would create another "bureau" or regulatory agency that will cost 
the taxpayers a lot of money. That is simply not so, and the cost will go 
only to those people who pump water - probably about $5 or $10 a year. 

The ordinance clearly exempts small ranchers and homeowners from most of 
its requirements. The smallest users pay the lowest rates. 

♦ DWP would also like for you to believe that the ordinance "authorizes en¬ 
try to your home without a warrant." We wonder just how far DWP will go 
with its scare tactics just to defeat this measure. Clearly, a local ord¬ 
inance cannot supercede constitutional guarantees. 

♦ Some voters express fear that passage of the ordinance will bring retaliat¬ 
ion from DWP. Admittedly, DWP has long shown a capability for such tactics, 
but county government and the courts can prevent economic retaliation ag¬ 
ainst Inyo citizens. Fear only breeds continued colonialism. 

♦ Give your own elected county government the power it needs to govern Inyo's 
destiny. Take our future out of the hands of the LA City Council in which 
we have no vote. OUR water and OUR land provide the keys to our economic 
and social future; we should not allow DWP to control that future, because 
LA continues to want more, and more, and more...and more. 




FOR 
MEASURE 

‘A’ 
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evitably, politics and taxes were 
to be deeply entwined in tobacco. 

And after the passage of four 
centuries, the Indian-tobacco 
connection remains strong. 

m 

GIFT IDEA! 

The News-Letter makes a 
welcome holiday gift . 
Subscription form , P. 



To its delight (and often to 
its demise), Central Europe dis¬ 
covered tobacco through one Jean 
Nicot for whom the drug nicotine 
was later named. Nicot, doing a 
questionable service for his 
fellow Frenchmen, brought the 
stuff into the French court in 
the 1560's. A few gears later. 

Sir Walter Raleigh made it pop¬ 
ular in England. By the turn of 
the century tobacco was in use in 
Asia, Africa and Australia, the 
course of its popularity follow¬ 
ing the trade routes of the big 
sailing ships. 

It was John Rolfe who first 
began commercial cultivation of 
N. Tabacum in the Virginia settle¬ 
ments in 1612. Its quickly addic¬ 
tive narcotic effect caused it to 
become the most important export 
of the colonies later on, and 
after the American Revolution, 
the manufacture of tobacco pro¬ 
ducts was a chief part of the e- 
conomy. But even then its popular 
use raised moral and health ques¬ 
tions. Not by a long shot was it 
any longer the merely paliative 
or ceremonial substance of the 
American Indians. Big money was - 
and is - the name of the game, 
and religious and health leaders 
(beginning with James I of Eng¬ 
land and Pope Urban VIII) have 
fervently attempted to control or 
suppress its use ever since. In- 



TOP QUALITY MEDICATIONS, ACCURATELY PREPARED 

FIRST AID SUPPLIES • COSMETIC • FILM • GREETING CARDS 



Owens Valley Drug Co. 

(Established Since 1928) 

"FINEST PRESCRIPTION SERVICE" 

112 South Main Street • Bishop, California 93514 




872-2901 

tyocvi frUendty dnu$ atone 


9-6 MON-SAT 
CLOSED SUN 



, order n eS e^ 


E BEST! 






Retail and Wholesale Meat/ 
Fresh Seafoods 
Locker Rentals - Freezer Beef 
Custom Cutting and Wrapping 

The MEAT HOUSE 

286 N. Warren 
jUL 873-4990 
Bishop 
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•FOTOPAG E 


It was a rainy day in the Big Apple's Central Park, but 
rain or not some 1200 runners had turned out for the New 
York "10-Mile Twosome Race." Among them was none other 
than Antonio Rossmann, the nationally-known environmental lawyer, and his partner, an at¬ 
tractive New Yorker, Serena Far hi, a computer scientist - and also a member, strangely e- 
nough, of the Owens Valley Running Club . Rossmann says the club has members all over the 
country: "The picture shows the breadth of OVRC membership!" And so it would seem ... ■ 
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THROUGH NOVEMBER - 5 quarts of famous 
Pennzoil, plus AC Oil Filter (Your 
choice of size, weight, etc.) for 
most popular car makes. 

ONLY 
$ 12.99 


Where Service 
Comes First 


AUTO 
PARTS & 

f II ff I- THREE LOCATIONS -, 

I qPEN7_DAYS_AWEEK 1 



MAMMOTH LAKES 

934-3366 | 

BRIDGEPORT ,£<0 

932-7740 ^ 

JUNE LAKE ^>4 

648-7785 ^ 


SKI-AREA-SHUTTLE 

• AIRPORT SERVICE 

• HOTEL PICK-UP 

• TOURS 

FasMrans to and from 
a nyplace in the area 

Ride in safe comfort 


HllTAXI 


PHONE 


934-2393 


MAMMOTH 

LAKES 


SUBSCRIPTION 


The 


NEWS- 


P. O. Box 275 * 531 * Independence, CA 93526 • 878-2381 


Order a subscription for a friend—or yourself. 

50 issues [H 25 issues 12 issues 
$30 $15 $8 

□ Enter my own subscription □ Extend my subscription 


MY NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


PLEASE PRINT 


STATE 


ZIP 


□ Please send gift subscription 

TO: 

NAME. 

ADDRESS. 

CITY/STATfe/ZI P. 


■ For even 
faster serv¬ 
ice call 
878-2381 

□ Payment 
enclosed 

□ Bill me 


24-HOUR 

AAA SERVICE 


TUNE-UPS 

BRAKE JOBS 

MAJOR ENGINE 
OVERHAUL 


Chevron 



OIL CHANGE 
EVEN A CAR WASH! 


Lamason’s Chevron Service 

Payne & Edwards St., Independence 
Tel: 714-878-2223 / 878-2357 / 878-2139 

Craten & Mike Lamason, Owner-Operator 


41 
























































We know what a differ¬ 
ence good-fitting, 
comfortable eye¬ 
glasses can make. 

Especially when they 
make you look great 
too. And when the 
frames you choose are 
Optyl®, you'll keep your 
smile even if you wear 
your glasses day in and 
day out. Optyl frames have 
a Memory®. They keep their 
shape. They keep their fit. 
And you keep your smile. 

Let our eyecare profes¬ 
sionals show you our 
full collection of 
Optyl eyewear soon. 


WE CATER 
TO COMFORT 


(LA MONTANA P1AZA - BEHIND SAFEWAY| 

157 SHORT ST. BISHOP 


O'NtNS ULLty 

©PTICAL 

873-7740 


■■ 



They 1 re harpooning your 
friends . Donate now! 


The Whale Protection Fund 

CENTER FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 


1925 K STREET N W 
WASHINGTON, D C 20006 






FRAMES I 

make 


nice 


gifts 


714-873-6679 


EASTERN SIERRA 
FRAME HOUSE 

QUALITY PICTURE PRAMES 

2308 N. Sierra Hwy. Bishop. Ca. 


Jgjls: 


X : i Sis : 

*1 


■ 




We need a 
groundwater 
pumping 
ordinance! 


The need is obvious, and the need \sNow: 

It was a last, desperate act of feudal intrusion into the rights of Inyo voters; LADWP 
went to court to prevent YOU (a DWp colonial) from voting on this ordinance. The court 
wasted no time in throwing out Imp’s petition, affirming Inyoans* rights as Americans, 
to vote on any issues they choose. Now we must assrt that right. This is the ordinance 
that will not only control groundwater pumping, but will also set up - at long last! - 
an equitable water management program that will be fair to both Inyo County and to Los 
Angeles, and end for all time the ongoing strife between the two. Even the present ar¬ 
rangement for pumping, controlled by the court, has proven inadequate to preserve eco¬ 
logical balance; the valley is dying, and trees and shrubs, even on private property 
are dying , and with them our property values and Inyo’s economy. 


Vote yes! 



NCERNED 

ITIZENS OF 

rWENS 

’ALLEY 


Big Pine 

938-2208 P.O. Box 304 


Independence 
P. O. Box 487 


876-5660 


Lone Pine 
P. O. Box 217 


Bishop 

873-5202 
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Continued 

There's the high cost of labor unions... like the 
Teamsters and the truckers...and the retail 
clerks union. It's all tacked on to the cost of 
the consumer." 

Of course the union leaders disagree, claim¬ 
ing, with some justification, that union workers 
are victims, rather than causes of the price of 
food. 

Perhaps more accurately the blame rests with 
the nation's overall tendency toward leisure 
rather than production. If food production is 
down, then supplies are down, and prices up. 

At least one grocer said that some smaller 
farmers have been forced to sell out due to bus¬ 
iness expansion and "agribusiness" price manipu¬ 
lations, and there are therefore fewer acres in 
production. And, as always, there is the matter 
of profiteering, with the big rip-offs taking 
place somewhere between the farmer's field and 
the grocery counter; no one seems to be sure 
just where the bulk of the big profit goes. 

What, exactly, does the consumer pay for when 
he buys a grocery item? First, the raw product 
itself and the farmer's wage. Then the picker, 
the trucker, the wholesaler, another trucker, the 
"packager" and the processor and all of his ad¬ 
vertising and advertising agencies (Would you be 
paying less, maybe a lot less, if a product were 
not advertised on television at something like 
$1000 to $5000 for a 30-second commercial?). 

Your local grocer has his headaches, too: In 
Inyo-Mono he first buys his stock at inflated 
prices, then he figures in the power costs for 
all that refrigeration, and for his help, etc. 

And as it turns out, one-half-cent worth of 
plain beans, picked, processed, canned, adver¬ 
tised, delivered and put on a retail shelf, costs 
you now about 69C. As for the nutritional value 


tied 

ETHEL ROOK 
MESSEP 

Inyo Supervisor 

DISTRICT 5 

READY/ WILLING AND ABLE 
TO REPRESENT THE PEOPLE OF THE 
ENTIRE FIFTH DISTRICT 

VOTE NOV. 4! 



WALK PR0UDZ 

.. .on a new floor 
from Modern Floors! 



CARPET • LINOLEUM • TILE 
HARDWOOD FLOORS/ 

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL FLOOR REMODELING 
Tonopah, Mono County, Southern Inyo 



Modem Floors 


Hoover Vacuums 
Sales , Service 

1240 N. MAIN, BISHOP 
873-5406 
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Welcome to H\e ( ^oftnandy' c Inii... 
ail experience in fine diqiqg 


c Veal Cordon < tB leu 

Veal steak, Finely prepared, 
covered with ham and smothered 
in wine and cheese sauce 

G §campi c Fai r ci * 

Jumbo shrimp, stuffed with our 
own seafood blend, delicately 
sauteed in wine, butter and herbs 

Tefiyaki G §irloiri 

Top sirloin marinated in our 
special sauce, charbroiled as you 
like it 


Escargots a la Bourguignonne 
Quiche Lorraine 
Marinated Herring 
Oysters on the Halfshell 
a la Normandy 


Cocktails 5pm 
Dinner from 5 30 
Open 7days 

Crowley Lake Dr. 

Just off US 395, 
at Long Valley Turnoff 
Two miles south of 
Mammoth Lakes Airport 
Telephone: (714) 935-4406 


in the can of beans, it is roughly the same as 
that of an equal amount of tree bark, or less, if 
the can has been on a warehouse shelf for a year 
or so. 

But (happily) back to the holidays. A lot of 
people nowadays are buying "generic," or unlabel¬ 
led, products. Not unaware of the potential for a 
consumer rebellion, grocers have stocked the pro¬ 
ducts in large amounts. They are selling well as 
the grocers push the idea (probably true) that 
the cans contain the same products as the nation¬ 
ally advertised "name" brands. And the big chains 
offer their own labels, applied to "name-brand" 
contents. The smaller food outlets, independently 
owned, mostly carry the "generic" items to com¬ 
pete with the chain store in the same neighbor¬ 
hood; and as a lure to customers they usually pro¬ 
vide better, "more personal" service, in order to 
compete. Most of Inyo's and Mono's small grocer¬ 
ies are doing fine, thank you, due to that very 
fact. A wise buyer, shopping carefully and look¬ 
ing for "generic" foods - and asking his meat- 
cutter to help him out,instead of reaching for 
the packaged turkey, can probably fair as well 
this year as he did last year. 

Meanwhile, the question of nutrition - and its 
impact on health and the quality of life - may be 
of more significance than the price of food. Re¬ 
cently, the Inyo County schools nutritionist made 
a report on some of the eating habits (not good, 
really) of Inyo people: 

"...Fast food outlets are very prolific in the 
entire county. Liquor stores and mini-marts are 
open at all hours, and close to the schools. 
Children are exposed to a readily accessible sup¬ 
ply of Cokes, soft drinks, candy, doughnuts, and 
other high-calorie, high-sugar foods that supply 
the tourist traffic. The American Dental Associa¬ 
tion has declared that the 'consumption of con- 



"PERSONALLY, I THINK 
COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
IS SERIOUS BUSINESS 
... or should be !' 

Let’s get serious by 
electing responsible 
leaders. Vote for 

—JOHN— 
GARNER— 
for supervisor 

• Mono District 2 


44 





















fections, particularly throughout the day as 
snacks, is a definite threat to a child's oral 
health.' 

"Fruit and vegetable consumption is low. 

There is little farming due to lack of available 
land, lack of water, and severe winters. Water is 
a precious commodity, as Inyo County supplies 80% 
of the water for the City of Los Angeles via a- 
queducts. Due to climatic diversity home gardens 
are subjected to a short growing season in the 
summer months, so that the majority must rely on 
vegetables and fruits trucked in to the local 
markets. The price of food and vegetables and 
fruits is high, approximately 10-20% higher than ■ 
the Los Angeles area." 

People knowledgeable in nutrition have long 
claimed that high food prices are only vaguely 
associated with good nutrition as good health; 


public ignorance about most foods, particularly 
fatty and processed foods, leads us like automa¬ 
tons to the expensive grocery shelves holding the 
foods we were conditioned to eat at an early age. 
We tend to dig our graves with our teeth - and 
pay heavily for the right to do so. A great seg¬ 
ment of the populace is in fact dangerously over¬ 
weight, and yet, paradoxically, it is actually 
malnourished, due to our conditioning toward 
foods that merely taste good (sweet), but which 
provide few if any of the nutrients we need to 
sustain good health. We live in a strange world 
inhabited by many fat people who in fact are 
nearly starved and suffering emotional problems, 
depression, and lethargy due to malnutrition. 

It is said that we are what we eat -at any 
price. 

Happy holidays, and Bon Appetitl 



A ‘FANCY’ BUT ECONOMICAL 
HOLIDAY DISH... 

Looking for something "new" for the holidays? News-Letter con¬ 
tacted one of Inyo 9 s best cooks (who will publish a new cook book, 
Down-home California Cookin’, in November) for this economical, but 
festive and tasty entree . Some may say that meat loaf is meat loaf - 
but it becomes something else, something very special, prepared ac¬ 
cording to the recipe provided by Dorothy Raymond of Independence. 



MEAT LOAF WITH CRUST 

2 Lbs. ground beef 
2 Eggs 

1 Sm. can tomato sauce 


Onion 

Cream of Wheat 
Season to taste 


Crust 


3 Cups flour Salt 

1 Cup shortening Water 



6 Tbsp. vinegar 


Just enough water to make dough that will roll out. 
Roll to fit a sheet pan. Place dough in pan, put meat 
mix on dough and shape in long roll. Fold dough over 
top to lap. Make slices 1 inch deep, 3 inches long 
and 3/4 inches apart. Make slices at a slant. 

Bake for about 1 hour at 425 degrees . 

Sweet and Sour Sauce Topping 


Brown onion in Oleo, add tomato sauce, 
brown sugar and vinegar. Simmer 30 min¬ 
utes. you may need to add a little more 
brown sugar to get the sweet and sour 
taste. 

This sauce makes a good sauce for 
spareribs, you can add bell pepper. 


1 Tbsp onion 
1 Sm. can tomato sauce 


1 Tbsp. Oleo 
1 1/2 Cup brown sugar 
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IT'S A 

TOUGH 

JOB 

THAT TAKES 

STRONG 

VOICE 

VOTE FOR 



Bob Bremmer is a retired businessman and 
a veteran interested in veterans' affairs 


ROBERT (BOB) 



SUPERVISOR 

INYO COUNTY-5th DISTRICT 


















Viewfrom the c Right 

What single issue on the November ballot may prove to be the one 
most important to Inyo Countians? Carter and Reagan? No, says 
News-Letter's conservative voice, Paul Payne, it's the fundam¬ 
ental issue of property rights in the groundwater pumping measure. 
And, on Page 50, "B.K." takes another side. 



The most important issue on 
the November 4th Ballot will not 
be who is to occupy the Mansion 
at that so-called "citadel of 
wisdom" along the Potomac for 
the next four years. Nor will it 
be the name of him who will be 
elected out representative to the 
Congress. Nor is the issue of who 
will be our next senator from 
California of too grave concern. 
No matter who is elected to these 
offices, life in our great coun¬ 
try will continue its muddled ex¬ 
istence, politically at least, as 
it has been for the last few dec¬ 
ades. It has taken us more years 
than one wishes to recall for us 
to reach our present low level of 
political morality, particularly 
at the national level. No change 
of administration is about to 
correct the error of our ways in 
less time than it has taken us 
to reach this sad state. The most 
important issue to appear on this 
year's General Election Ballot is 
a local Inyo County one which is 
known as "MEASURE A", the ground 
water pumping ordinance. 

Water exporting from the Owens 
Valley has become a very emotion¬ 
al issue. When emotions, untemp¬ 
ered by reason and sound judge¬ 
ment, are in control of our lives 
and affairs, irrational actions 
are often taken which later prove 
regrettable or even disastrous. 
When actions are taken in the 
spirit of vindictiveness, the one 
who eventually "pays the price" 
is he who has been vindictive. 

The underlying issue to which 
MEASURE A is directed is, not 
a shortage of water for the needs 
of the Owens Valley or its citi¬ 
zens, but an effort to take or 
restrict the use of private prop¬ 
erty without just compensation. 
MEASURE A is a vendictive action 
against the Los Angeles Depart¬ 
ment of Water and Power. Our U- 
nited States Constitution, in 
Amendment V states, "...nor shall 
private property be taken for 
public use without just compen¬ 
sation ." 

The L.A.D.W.P. acquired its 
landholdings and water rights 
constitutionally by paying the 
then owners thereof what, at that 
time and under the then existing 
conditions, were considered just, 
either through condemnation or 


by negotiated purchase. These 

holdings are private rights and 
property acquired under then 
existing law and cannot be con¬ 
stitutionally taken away or the 
owner deprived of the benefits 
thereof without just compensation. 

The last forty or fifty years 
has seen increased stateism mov¬ 
ing into our lives and affairs 
whereby private property is be¬ 
ing continually taken, or its 
use restricted, without compen¬ 
sation therefor. Zoning does not 
permit a landowner to always use 
his private property for what he 
considers its highest value or 
use. He must conform to zoning 
restrictions, government plan¬ 
ning and various use laws which 
do not always allow him to rea¬ 
lize its highest potential. This 
is taking his property for the 
benefit of zoners and govern¬ 
ment planners without just com¬ 
pensation. There is now a .case 
pending before the Supreme Court 
of the United States, San Diego 
Gas and Electric Co., vs City of 
San Diego, in which the company 
seeks compensation from the City 
for restrictions placed upon its 
land by zoning which requires 
"open space", thus the company 
is not able to realize its high¬ 
est potential from the land. 

This Libertarian's concern is 
not for the L.A.D.W.P. They have 
adaquate funds and staff to take 
the issue all the way to the U. 

S. Supreme Court. Should they 
run short of such needed cash, 
a user rate increase will pro¬ 
vide it. His concern is that if 
this proposed method, known as 
MEASURE A, is used against L.A. 
D.W.P. to take or restrict the 
use of its private property in 
circumvention of a constitu¬ 
tional requirement, what will be 
the method by which government 
will seek to illegally take or 
further restrict the use of his 
privately owned property? 

Another concern relating to 
this local MEASURE A is: Am I 
to be taxed, as an Inyo County 
citizen who is in no way con¬ 
cerned or effected with this 
ground water pumping issue, for 
the expense of carrying this 
matter through the Courts? For 
whose benefit? Could it be that 
the passage of MEASURE A will 


turn out to be a welfare program 
for the attorneys? 

If Inyo County sincerely be¬ 
lieves that the private rights 
now owned by L.A.D.W.P. are need¬ 
ed by the County or, more partic¬ 
ularly, by Owens Valley citizens, 
a right and more just solution 
to the problem would be to form 
.an Owens Valley Water and Util¬ 
ity District and purchase these 
rights from L.A.D.W.P. by the 
constitutionally authorized pro¬ 
cedure of condemnation and just 
compensation. The billion dollar 
question: Are the citizens of 
the Ownes Valley willing to pay 
cost of legally acquiring that 
which belongs to L.A.D.W.P. by 
right of purchase? 

Could it be that there's a 
moral issue here that's covered 
by one of the Ten Commandments 
(VIII or X)? 


Think about it. 



PROTECT YOURSELF AND 
YOUR FAMILY... KNOW THE 
WARNING SIGNS OF A 
HEART ATTACK. 


WE’RE 

FIGHTING FOR 
YOUR LIFE 


American 
Heart Association 
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Sun Country 

Realty 


Lot: Half-acre zoned RMH. $18,000, owner 
financing,.. Mobile Home: Double-wide, 5 
minutes from Bishop on one-third acre, 
stream. $85,500 .. .West Bishop: Three- 
bedroom home/ family room , double garage. 
$93,500... Benton: 1977 double-wide mobile 
home f Three-bedroom * On 1 acre . $58,000, 
owner financing at low interest * 

FOR A BRIGHTER TOMORROW, CALL US TODAY! 

Evenings: Robin Shawn (714) 873-5944 / 
Elaine Duncan, (714) 873-3206 / Dottie 
Hutchens, (714) 873-7511 . 

Town House Motel 


625 N. Main St., Bishop Ca. 93514(714)873-7117 




Cool in summer 


Warm in winter 


Mobile homes for 
the hi sierra 

Walk in and 
start living. 
We deal in 
quali ty 
mobile homes. 


OPEN 7 DAYS: WEEKDAYS 8-5. SUNDAY 10-4 


2484 N. SIERRA HWY. BISHOP 873-4810 


LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED 
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CAN BE A LOT LESS TAXING. 


You don’t have to put your communications benefits of equipment ownership. Continental 

needs on hold any longer. Now you can pur- business communications systems are avail- 
chase your business communications system able with both standard and optional features 
from Continental Telephone. And when you to fit your specific communications needs, 
do, you’ll get the benefits of improved busi- For full details and system recommendations, 

ness communications, no more monthly lease call your Continental Telephone communica- 
charges on your business phone and the tax tions consultant or service representative today. 

E Continental telephone 
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B.K. notes the sales of some prominent business firms, makes a 
pitch in favor of the groundwater pumping ordinance, explains 
the (erroneous) reports of her rumored nuptials, then wanders 
with a former judge into Inyo 1930’s and 1940’s nostalgia_ 



Benett 

Kessler 


LONE PINE 1 S STEVE JONES is packing it up, 
moving to Salt Lake City. Says he just couldn't 
make it the way he wanted to. Steve's another 
victim of the auto market recession. Imports and 
interest rates have done in a lot of dealerships 
around the country, and although Steve's outfit. 
Miller Chevrolet, didn't actually go under, the 
trade was too slow for Steve's dynamic tastes. 
Jones said he sold Miller Chev to 30-year-old 
Don Napier who has been in the car business with 
his father for a number of years. The senior Nap¬ 
ier is well-known in the trade. The new owner of 
the Miller showroom and shop comes here from San 
Bernardino bringing his wife and daughter. 

****** 

AND ANOTHER well-known business firm is 
changing hands: Bar-B-Q Bill's, the popular 
deli-style rib and sandwich shop on Bishop's 
main drag. John Oney, who turned Bar-B-Q Bill's 
into what is probably the county's biggest cat¬ 
ering outfit ("Catering for a few...or a few 
thousand"), says he'll "take it easy awhile." 
The new owners are Ron and Mary Knight of Bishop, 
and they say they won't change Oney's winning 
food formula, at least for now. Their chief aim 
of course is to maintain Oney's standards of 
quality of food and service, which, as many will 
agree, ranks high in Inyo tastes...And at Lone 
Pine, the Sportsman's Cafe is also on the block 
with owner Cliff Catell selling to Ken Sprague 
...Maybe it was the name, maybe it was the loca¬ 
tion, maybe it was because of new lunch-time 
competition, but the little (Would you believe?) 
"Feed Bag Cafe" at Independence had to close its 
doors, and owner Janie Trizinsky split for Vic¬ 
torville. Well, there was another plan to open 
it up under a new management - then word got out 
that DWP, which owns the building, raised the 
rent by an additional $100 per month. So that 
ended that. 

****** 

OKAY, SO WE WON'T BE HEARING anymore com¬ 
plaints about being one-sided in the DWP issues. 
Take a look at Paul Payne's column in this edi¬ 
tion. Sometimes, Paul Payne is a Payne-in-the- 
neck. Perversely, Paul stands firmly opposed to 
any groundwater ordinance - which we just as 
firmly support. Paul's an old-line "strict con¬ 
stitutionalist" and his libertarian views have 
kept him in hot water for a lot of years. We 
disagree as often as not with his off-the-wall 
"View from the Right," but News-Letter prefers, 
in its own perversity, to publish off-beat and 
unpopular viewpoints. Paul is what one might 
| call a "thinker," and, agree or not, his read- 
| ers (and there are a lot of them) cannot but re¬ 
spect him, as we do. In Paul we find no wishy- 
washy Charlie Brown, but rather a kind of strong- 
willed Lucy (Psychiatric Help, 5C). 

****** 

THE CHIEF THING TO UNDERSTAND about the 
groundwater ordinance, "Measure A" on the ballot, 
is that it does more than control groundwater 
pumping: It opens the way to a fair and workable 


water management plan that serves Los Angeles as 
much as it does Inyo. Our strong recommendation 
(based on information gathered by the news ser¬ 
vice over several years): VOTE YES on Measure A. 

****** j 

JOHN STEINBECK, THE LATE GENIUS, said it 'way 
back in 1954 in his novel Sweet Thursday : ...It 
was the same noble impulse that stripped the for¬ 
ests of the West and right now is pumping water 
out of California's earth faster than it can rain 
back in. When the desert comes, people will be 
sad..." And if a fair and realistic water manage¬ 
ment plan is not soon established, they'll be 
more than "sad." Already, the people are angry as 
they can get, short of aggressive action, and if 
DWP refuses to accept that this is not a world of 
infinite resources but one of limitations, the 
people who run DWP will never have any peace. A- 
gain we urge a "Yes" vote. 

****** 

AND NO, FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO ASKED, there are 
no congratulations in order for B.K., not this 
one anyway. I did not get married. But someone 
else, with a vaguely similar name, did. The head¬ 
line in the local paper said: ,J Benita Keslar Be¬ 
comes Bride of Robert Perry." And the congrats go 
to them. And no, I have no intentions of taking 
any impulsive leaps into the orange blossoms; I 
tried it, once, and discovered that there's a lot 
more to life than playing full-time mother to a 
30-year-old little boy. I'm just not the house- 
wifey type, but I guess it's great for those who 
dig it. 

****** 

ARE THE CHALFANT PAPERS - Register , Indepen¬ 
dent and Mono Herald really up for sale? And are 
negotiations for such sale really underway? The 
concerned parties say no, but sources thought to 
be reliable - sources within the Chalfant organ¬ 
ization - assure us that Editor-Publisher Todd 
Watkins is seriously dealing with a Santa Monica- 
based outfit, United Western Newspapers. UWN's 
publisher. Dean Funk, denies that he and his or¬ 
ganization are negotiating with Watkins to buy 
the Chalfant Press, but he admits that he and his 
brother Ron, have been "talking" to Watkins about, 
"a rejuvenation of the old Enterprise Historical 
a newspaper published in Virgina City years ago. 
Funk, who said he has known Watkins "for thirty 
years," said he doesn't believe anything had been 
settled on his brother's deal. Todd himself hoo- 
hawed (but did not out-and-out deny) any "sale 
negotiations" by saying, "We've always got some¬ 
thing going. We are engaged in some negotiations 
but there is nothing to announce." He also re¬ 
ferred to the enquiries about the possible sale 
(and the broadcast of the report) as "invasions 
of his privacy." That was in early October. Then, 
in mid-October, a Chalfant employee assured us 
that the rumors were in fact true - that if the 
deal goes through, the Chalfant Press will be in 
new hands "sometime in January." 

****** 

A GROUP OF SERIOUS BUSINESSMEN has been look- 
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ing over Inyo as a possible site for a new (non¬ 
polluting) industry. One of the backers, who is 
not ready to "go public" with his plan, admits 
that the deal hinges primarily on two conditions: 
Completion of a defense contract - and, would you 
believe? - "a little more encouragement" from 
local residents and politicos. The plant in ques¬ 
tion would apparently be one that most small 
counties would welcome with enthusiasm, but some 
of our staid, status quo types, the puritans of 
conservatism, fear any change even for the better. 
Of course, they will quickly revise their think¬ 
ing when the gasoline runs out down south and 
tourism can no longer support the Owens Valley. 
****** 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPARTMENT: On the re¬ 
commendation of one of his customers, and a few 
friends, we're adding Jack Gustafson to the VPP 
list. Jack's the Bishop man who "goes out of his 
way to explain questions about glasses" to his 
customers at Owens Valley Optical. (Our adver¬ 
tisers' customers sometimes report back to us, 
it would seem]) Well, this clear-seeing customer 
says Gustafson's a businessman "interested in 
real service." Maybe it's a knack he picked up 
while he was in Hollywood where, we're told, he 
provided optical service for a number of Holly¬ 
wood notables. 

****** 

THE OLD BEATTY, NEVADA, EXCHANGE CLUB, a pop¬ 
ular spot for a number of Southern Inyo weekend¬ 
ers, is reverting back to the management of its 
original owners, Verlie and Warren Doing. Twenty 
years ago the Doings leased out the restaurant- 
casino to two brothers, Nick and Larry Knight who 
had been rodeo stars, for an amazing $500 per 
month. Now, the brothers are dead, but in recent 
years the operation has been managed by Larry's 
widow, Elaine. The club is a main watering spot 
on Highway 95, the Las Vegas-to-Reno route. But 
the 20-year contract is up and the Doings will 
take it back. Meanwhile, at a loss of several 
thousand dollars a month, the slot machines and 
tables are silent - until the Nevada Gambling 
Commission makes up its mind to change over the 
license to the Doings who also operate another 
spot at Searchlight, Nevada. Nightlife is mean¬ 
while pretty dull in Beatty, Nevada, 110 miles 
(through Death Valley) from Lone Pine. 

****** 

SPOKEN LIKE A TRUE FEUDAL LANDLORD: "Most peo¬ 
ple there (the Eastern Sierra) will privately 
concede that they are glad Los Angeles owns the 
land and that it's one place that won't change. 
One of my favorite places in the area is Mono 
Lake. One of the reasons I like it is that, gen¬ 
erally speaking, it is relatively barren of peo¬ 
ple." That's a quote found in a recent issue of 
Audubon Magazine, and it was uttered by DWP's 
Duane Georgeson. But Audubon writer Peter Stein- 
hart, seeing beyond Georgeson's pretended altru¬ 
ism, sees the Mono matter in another light. 

Writes Steinhart: "Money is the nut of the mat¬ 
ter. The city estimates that Mono Basin water 
costs about $45 an acre-foot to deliver into the 
distribution system, and produces an energy ben¬ 
efit of $150 an acre-foot. State water would cost 
$115 an acre-foot and would not have the power 
benefit." As always with DWP, Duane's "favorite 
place" is a matter of bucks, not beauty. If it's 
so great, why destroy it? , 

****** 

SENTIMENTAL JOURNEY: Judge George Francis 
(Remember him?), now of Balboa, came through the 
valley one crisp, sunny October day looking up 
old friends and collecting photo memorabilia of 
Inyo as he knew it between 1935 and 1948. Old 
timers will remember him as one of Inyo's dis¬ 
trict attorneys...And along that line of memory 


he had an anecdote or two to recall about law 

enforcement here in the 30's and 40's. Says 
Judge Francis, "They were murdering Indians over 
in Shoshone, and there was an armed robbery in 
Lone Pine at the Bank of Italy" (The banking 
chain that later became Bank of America). The 
judge went on to retell the story of what may 
have been the last attempt at bank robbery.in 
these parts: "Two characters from Darwin smear¬ 
ed burnt cork on their faces, held up the bank 
and managed to escape with four-thousand dollars 
in bills and two hundred dollars in half-dollars." 
The culprits ended up on foot, making their way 
down to Owens Lake which then (in pre-DWP drain- 
off days) was full of shimmering clear water. 

They were thirsty, and drank from the lake. The 
saline waters made them ill, and they were quick¬ 
ly caught. The judge says,too, that in his Inyo 
days DWP was a problem to the valley people. "The 
city didn't want to pay any taxes (Where have we 
recently heard that again?) and I and another 
attorney had entered into a lawsuit as private 
lawyers representing the ranchers against the 
city." He went on to say that at that time DWP 
had "bought up a checkerboard" of properties in 
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the valley - their way of forcing property own¬ 
ers to sell out - and the purchases were hurting 
the ranchers who didn't wish to sell. Finally, 
their water and easements gone, many had to cave 
in. Same old stuff. 

And the way Judge Francis departed Inyo made 
still another story: One day, as district attor¬ 
ney, he received a call from the governor, Earl 
Warren, asking him if he'd like to be superior 
court judge in Alpine County, and explaining to 
him that the appointment would hold until he 
could be elected to the office the following 
June. "I wouldn't have much chance of election, 
being new in town and not knowing anybody," the 
judge told the governor. "Don't worry about 
that," said the governor. "Just go see the sher¬ 
iff up there. There's only a hundred and eighty 
votes in the whole county and the sheriff can get 
you elected." And that's the way it happened... 

The judge asked us to make a "good picture" 
of the Inyo Courthouse which he plans to frame 
and hang beside another of the Alpine courthouse 
in his Balboa home... 

****** 

WORD TO THE WISE AMONG DWP OFFICIALS: When 
citizens ask for public records and information 
from your offices - and you reply to the request 
with a demand that they make their request in 
writing and also including why they want the in¬ 
formation, watch it. It's none of your damn'bus¬ 
iness why anyone wants information contained in 
any public records...Or how would you like stiil 
another lawsuit? At least one person we know is 
planning just that, if requested information is 
not forthcoming pronto. 

****** 

WELL THE NEWS-LETTER is now three years old 

- (and in the minds of many, a howling brat just 
like any other three-year-old). We've gained a 
lot - and, sadly, lost a lot. We started as a 
weekly "hard news" letter, six to eight pages, 
for a special, private circulation intended for 
only about 200 to 400 readers, mostly business, 
professional and political people. It was print¬ 
ed on a Xerox machine and it dutifully appeared 
each weekend. But it got out of hand; we couldn't 
print enough of them and subscription orders 
poured in. We bought a new, faster copier, with 
the help of Gary, the friendly guy down at Bish¬ 
op Typewiter, and people began supporting us 
with advertising. By then, 28 pages was not un¬ 
usual. But it was impossible to meet the demand, 
and so we opted for a printing press. Good news 

- and also very bad news. The good news was the 
more professional format, and more pages. The 
bad news was that, due to lack of capital, we 
could not expand our staff or purchase still 
more much-needed equipment. Face it, three or 
four people cannot produce a 50-60 page magazine 
every week. We're now aiming for (and meanwhile 
counting on the patience of some 5000 readers, 
plus additional capital) a two-week schedule, 
and, later even a weekly schedule - but we can't 
say when. Thanks for staying with us... 

****** 

AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS, EVERY 
DAY. 


The good life is getting better than ever. Come 
see for yourself and bring your friends to 
the beautiful.. . 
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is determined by 
people like you. 


Nearly everybody supports some kind 

OF CAUSE THESE DAYS, AND IT'S EASY TO 
SEE THAT "CAUSES" VERY OFTEN SERVE 
SPECIAL INTERESTS - OR EGOS. ANYONE CAN 
FIND "FACTS" TO SUPPORT WHAT HE WANTS 
TO PROVE TO HIS OWN PROFIT. BUT REAL 
SOLUTIONS TO REAL PROBLEMS COME ABOUT 
ONLY WHEN THERE IS A SELFLESS WISH TO 
FIND OUT THE REAL FACTS. AND A WISH TO 
BE TRULY INFORMED. OUR PROBLEMS IN THE 
EASTERN SIERRA ARE VERY REAL ONES: THE 
ECONOMY, JOBS, "GROWTH", ECOLOGY, 
WATER, AND MANY OTHERS. MISINFORMATION, OR 
THE LACK OF INFORMATION, IS VERY OFTEN 
THE CAUSE OF A PROBLEM, BUT NEVER ITS 
SOLUTION. BE HONESTLY INFORMED, THEN ACT. 
THE FATE OF OUR COMMUNITIES IS DETERMINED 
BY PEOPLE LIKE YOU. 
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